| PARADISE R REGAINED: © "LF 


Or the n AccounT of —L 9001 4 
The Glorious Millennium, &c. 


The TIA wheat it will commence; 
Firſt Reſurrection and Change: 3144.96 7 
Elijah and St. John propheſy 1260 Days. >, 
ANT1-CHRIST, the Man of Sin, deſtroyed, 
Satan bound and ſhut up 1000 Years; 
Loofed a little Seaſon, to prove the Nations; 
His Hoſts, Gos and Macoc, devoured by Fire. 


The Second RzgurREcTION, and Final JupomenT; 


RJ 
8 
* 
N 
d 

The moſt glorious eternal KN G DOM, A 

IN WHIC 1 


GOD, even the a will be alli al, | 


- * 


u N TO WHICH Is ADBES 


A Conſiſtent Explanation of the.” Prophet IL | 
| DANIEL anten | = 


WT Scripture | is given Tale "x God, and is profit:bie, No 
Scripture is cf any private Inti arehtion : For the Prophecy 
came not in old time by the wall 2 Aut holy men of God 
Hole as they were moved by the Holy Gb. 2 Tun, iii. 16. N 
2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 


5 | 2 WW 
—— a a _ N 


— — N 


| LONDON: 
Printed for J. Buctc LA p, in Pater - noſter- Row, and W. Davie 
KILL, in Cornhill, MDCCLXXII. 
[Price ONE SHILLIN O.] 


P. 


. - 
, IR Oar 0 4 
N 7 N 1 5 A 
F 1 
. * 


FF this whole Plan of the Millennium, with 
the moſt glorious eternal Kingdom, in 
which God, even the Father, vill be all in all, 
had been thoroughly underſtood, and ſuitably: 
improved, by the juſtly celebrated John Mil- 
ton; as it is a much nobler ſubject, and con- 
tains a great variety of matter; ſo, it is pre- 
ſumed, his Paradiſe Regain'd would then have 
excelled his Paradife Loſt, as far as that does 
now ſurpaſs Paradiſe Regain'd, which indeed 
is ſo far from anſwering, or riſing up to the 
Title, that it is really no other than a bare in» 
troduction to the ſubject, which may perhaps, 
hereafter, be attempted in the like heroic 


ſtrains, by ſome rival and aſpiring Genius, 


emulous of Fame, — 
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INHIsS brief Scripture account of the glorious Millen- 
nium, c. may perhaps, in ſome things, be thought 
new and ſtrange by many perſons; as it is a ſubject, which 
very few people in our day have thought any thing about: 
while ſome ſlight and reject it, for its being brought under 
diſcredit in the laſt century from Venner and his followers, 
then called iſth- monarchy- men; who being quite igno- 
rant of the truth, madly attempted to ſet up Chriſt's king- 
dom by the ſword, and ſo met their deſerved fate. Conſi- 
der Dan. ii, 28, 34, 35, 44, 45. Without hands, in the latter 
days, the God of heaven ſhall ſet up a kingdom which ſhall never 
be deſtroyed—1t ſhall break in pieces, and conſume all theſe king- 
dams, and ſhall fland for ever. f 
After Venner's wicked and fooliſh attempt in 1661, di- 
vines endeavoured to interpret the prophecies which relate 
to thoſe glorious times in a myſtical ſenſe, too foreign from 
the letter of the text; whereby they avoided the imputation 


of being enemies to our monarchy, and as ſuch diſaffected to 


the civil government: and their method of expounding 
thoſe ſcriptures, has ſince generally prevailed, to the almoſt 
univerſal rejection of the literal ſenſe. Though ſurely there 
is reaſon to think, that of all the comments upon Scripture, 
that which is fartheſt from the letter of the text is moſt like- 
ly to be wrong ; and that wherever the literal ſenſe of any 
prophecy will ſtand in harmony with many others, with- 
out a contradiction to reaſon, or impeaching the divine per- 
fections, ſuch explanations ought to be admitted as the true 
ſenſe of them. 

However, in ſubmitting theſe pages to the publick, I am 
far from deſigning to condemn any of thoſe writers, whoſe 
ſentiments on this ſubject differ from mine; though, whillt 
I diſcover ſo great an harmony in the numerous prophecies 
of the Old and New Teſtaments here laid together, I am 
obliged to think that they were miſtaken : for the order in 
which I have ranged ſo many of thoſe prophecies, (and 1 
might haye added a multitude more) thraws ſuch an agree- 
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able light upon each of them, in my opinion, as may per- 
haps lead ſome Chriſtians to a more eaſy, clear, and ſatis- 
factory underſtanding of the divine truth therein contained, 

than they ever apprehended before: and not only this, 36 
to underſtand many other prophecies, which have hitherto 
been eſteemed by ſome too myſterious for interpretation, Tt 
might have rendered the expoſition of Iſa. Ixiii. 1—6, 

publiſhed in the Library Magazine, Numb. ii. ſtill more 


clear and certain, as that text is plainly correſpondent to 


Rev. xix. 13, 15, and may be literally fulfilled, when our 


Lord goes, after the deſtruction of the great Anti-chriſt, or 
man of ſin, to recover his people the Jews from the coun- 


tries of Edom, Moab, and Ammon, whither they will flee 
for ſafety from the ſevere tribulation which our Saviour and 
the prophet Daniel have foretold, ſhall come upon them ix 
THE LATTER DAYS. Matt. xxiv. 21. Dan. xii. 1. 

Some perſons, perhaps, may be apt to charge me with affect- 
ing to be ſingular, becauſe I differ on this ſubject of the Mil- 
lennium, from ſo many great and learned commentators, ' 
whoſe works are juſtly in high eſteem ; whilſt others may 


cenſure and ridicule what I have here publiſhed. But let 


ſuch conſider, whether there is not great reaſon to think, 
that the literal ſenſe of thoſe prophecies may, in general, 
be right, from the ſurprizing agreement of the apparent 
deſign and expreſſion of the whole. And as I am conſcious 
of the uprightneſs and ſincerity of my own intentions, not 
only in this piece, but in all I have ever publiſhed, to pro- 
mote and ſpread what I believe is the truth of God; ſo I 
{hall enjoy inward peace, whatever be the treatment which 

my labours may receive from men. 'Though having here 
broken the i ice, as the proverb is, ſome abler pen may, per- 
haps, be encouraged to follow the ſame track; and if ſome 
ſuch ſhould, I am perſuaded this ſubject may be ſo fully 
and clearly opened, that the truth will be eſtabliſhed even 
beyond: any reaſonable objection or doubt. 
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AVI NG, in my Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Bourne on the Reſurrection of the body, p. 63, 
64, juſt obſerved, that St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 24—28, 
gives ſome account of the glorious Millennium, or perional 
reign of our bleſſed Lord; and the oppoſition which ſome 
enemies will then make to it; and that he has alſo hinted 
at the more 2orious Kingdom of God, which will ſucceed 
the Millennium: thoſe I thought were ſubjects which re- 
quired to be more largely and diſtinctly conſidered, than 
could he conveniently undertaken in that place: I therefore, 
in the following Pages, have given my thoughts thereon to 
the publick, in the moſt unexceptionable way; which, I 
think, is by keeping cloſe to the ſacred ſcriptures, comparing” 
ſhiritual things with ſpiritual, and ſo delivering my ſenti- 
ments on thoſe wonderful and awful times, revealed to us by 
the Spirit of God, as far as poſſible, in the very words of 
Revelation. I have thought it moſt proper to begin the 
ſubject, with the ſalutation of the Angel to the Virgin Mary, 
before that glorious Prince of Peace was conceived of her; be- 
cauſe it ſpeaks the fact, hereafter to be accompliſhed, fully 
and clearly. Luke i. 26—33. 

The angel Gabriel was ſent from God, unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, to a virgin eſpeuſed t a man whoſe name 
was Joſeph, of the houſe of David ; and the virgin's name was 

ary : and the angel came in unis her, and ſaid, Hail thou that 
art highly faucured the Lord is with thee ; bleſſed art thou 
among women] And when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe was troubled at his 
ſayings, and caſt in her mind what manner of ſalutation this 
ſhould be. And the ang. ] ſaid auto her, Fear not, Mary; for 
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thou haſt found favour with God: and behold, thou ſhalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a ſon, and fhalt call his name 
Feſus; he ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the dn of the Higheſt 
and the Lord God ſball give unto him THE THRONE OF HIS 
FATHER DAVID, ard he ſball reign over the houſe of Jacob for 
ever ; and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end : with which moſt 
folemn declaration, the infpired writers of the holy ſcrip- 
tures abundantly agree. 74 

St. Paul, in the xvth chap. of his firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, and 23d verſe, having informed us, that the time of 
the firſt refurrection will be at the ſecond appearance of our 
bleſſed Lord; he, in the hve following verſes, with great 
propriety, introduces fomething concerning this giorious Mil- 
lennium, or Chriſt's perſona] reign, by which is underſtood, 
in the Language of the Prophets, our Lord's pitting and 
reigning upen THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVvID, IN 
MOUNT Zlox, AND IN JERUSALEM, and before his antients 
gloriouſly. Iſa. xxiv. 23. This is alſo what St. Peter means, 
when he ſays, the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the pre- 
fence of the Lord; and he ſpall ſend Feſus Chriſt, which before 
was preached unto you, whom the heaven muſt recerve, until 
the times of reſtitution of all things, which God hath ſpoken by 
the mouth e all his haly prophets ſince the world began. For 


Moſes truly faid unto the Fathers, A prophet fhall the Lord 


your God raiſe up unto you of your brethren (to be your Legiſ- 
lator) like unto me, him ſpall ye hear in all things whatſoever 
he . fhall fay unto you. And it ſhall come to paſs that every ſoul 
which will net hear that prophet, fhall be de/troyed from among 
the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and thoſe that 


Falleto after, as many as have ſpoken, have kkewiſe foretold o 


theſe days. He fhall bring forth Fudgment unto Truth, He 
ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, till be have ſet judgment in the 
earth: and the Iſles ſball wait for his Law. So the Heathen 


ſhall fear the Name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth 


thy Glory. For when the Lord ſhall build up Zion, be ſhall appear 
in his glory. He will regard the prayer of the deſtitute. Great 
is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, in the city of our God, 
in the mountain of his holineſs. Beautiful for ſituation, the joy of 
the whole earth is mount Zion the city of the great king, God 
is known in her palaces for a refuge.—As we have heard, ſo 
have we ſeen, in the city of the Lord of hoſts, in the city of our 
God, God will eſtabliſh it for ever. Let mount Zion rejoice, let 
the daughters of Fudah be glad, becauſe of thy judgments, — 
For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide 
even unto death: according to thy name, O God, fo is thy praiſe unto 
the ends of the earth : thy right hand is full of righteouſneſs. All 
thy works fhall praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs 

thee, 
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Of the Glorious MiLLENNiuM, Sc. 3 
thee. They ſhall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 
thy power : To make known to the ſons of men his mighty dete 


and the glorious majeſly of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an 
everlaſting kingdom, and thy daminion endureth throughout all 


generations, Acts iii. 19—24. Iſa. xlii. 3—4. Pſalm cit. 


17. cxlv. 10—13. xlviii. 1-14. 
"Thi happy and los reign, which the angel Gabriel 
hath foretold, in his ſalutation to the virgin Mary, is pro- 
bably the Kingdom, which our bleſſed Lord has taught all 
his diſciples and followers to pray for daily, before we aſk 
any thing of Almighty God for ourſelves, in that moſt 
excellent form of words, called the Lord's Prayer. Our 
Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name: thy kinodom 
came : thy will be dane in earth, as it is in heaven. Matth. 
vi. 9, 10. To this kingdom, with the happy enjoyment of 
himſelf, on his return to the earth, our bleſſed Lord has 
led the views and expectations of his Apoſtles; and conſe- 
quently, of all his true diſciples and followers, throughout 
every age of the Chriſtian church, whenhe inſtituted his holy 
Supper, to be by them frequently received in remembrance of 
him, in the following very remarkable words: Jeſus took 
bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to bis diſciples, 
and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body. And he tk the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, ſayins, Drink ye all of it; 


for this is my blood of the new teſtament which is ſbed for many, 


for the remiſſion of fins. But I ſay unto you, I will not drink 
henceforth of this fruit of the vine UNTILL THAT DAY. WHEN 

DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU IN MY FATHER'S KINGDOM, 
viz. David's kingdom Matth. xxvi. 26-29. And the 
great Apoſtle, St. Paul, in his recital of this inſtitution, 
as he received it of the Lord :---The fame night in which he was 
betrayed, he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and ſaid, Tate, eat; this is my body, which is broken for you: 
This do, in remembrance of me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the cup---ſayings This is the new teſtament in my blood © this 
do ye, as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of me; for, as 
= as ye eat this bread, and drink thi; cup, ye do SHEW THE 

ORD'S DEATH TILL HE-COME. 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 
Which laſt words clearly fix our attention to the ſecond 
coming, and moſt deſireable appearance of our dear Re- 
deemer ; who has not only inculcated this pleaſing truth 
in our daily prayers, but alſo at every time, when we par- 
take of, or read about, the ſacred memorials of his dying 
love and paſſion for us. As allo, in his frequent and vari- 
ous inſtructive diſcourſes recorded in the Evangeliſts, for 
our edification, comfort, hope, and truſt, that he will 
molt aſſuredly came again, and receive us t9 himſelf. And 
* A 2 WE 
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we ſhall then behold his glory, and attend his ſacred perſon 
and government during the Millennium; whilit he fits upon 
the throne of his father David in mount Ton: and in fer uſalem, 
where he will dwell and reign * e his antients glor riouſly. 
And at the expiration th-reof, when He ſhall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God even the un then cemeth the end, viz. 
that eternal, unchangeable, ſerene kingdom of peace and 
glory, where Gad will be all in all. And into this moſt 
glorious kingdom, or temple of God, will Chriſt trium- 
phandly enter with all his Saints: Thus they ſhall bring the 
glory and honour 0 4 the nations inta it, and then receive their 
fall, perfect, and inconcei: able conſummation of bliſs and 
glory, in the fulfillment of our Lord's promiſe, Rev. iti. 12. 
Him that gvercometh wiil I make a pillar in the temple of my 
Ged, and he frail go no more out ; and 1 will write upon him the 
name of my God, andthe name of the city of my God, which is 
New Fer: ele, which cometh down out of heaven frem my God; 
and ] will write upon him my netu name, Amen. John xvi, 
2,3. Iſa. xxiv. 23. 

St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 2428, has not only introduced 
the glorious reign of our bleſſed Lord; but he has alſo told 
us ſomething of the more glorious Kingdom of God, 
which will ſucceed the Millennium, as above; but the 
Millennium will not commence. till ſome years after 
the firit Reſurrection ; when the trial of the raiſed and 

changed Saints is over; though this firſt reſurrection willi be 
at the firſt of our Lord's ſecond appearance, which appear- 

ance is thus elegantly deicribed, Rev. i. 7. Behold, he cometh 

wit) e. aud; ! and every eye ſhall fee him, and they all; which 
pi erced him: (for he will more particularly be regarded by the 
Jews, the ſced of Jacob, as the object of their hope, and 
the eacneſt expectation of their whole nation) and all in- 
dred of the eat ih e ul wail becauſe of Him; veſt fe, amen. 
And agreeable :o this, our Saviour: ſures 1 us, Marth, xxiv. 
20, 31, * 41. | bat when this 1g of the San of man fhall 


af 75 Gr in heaven, then ſhall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 

and they, 2 * the Son of man coming in the _—_ of heaven, 
J 

with peter wid great glory. And at this time he ſball ſend his 


angels with a gre Pw: d of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather to- 
get: wr Vis ec #t from ihe jour 20, from one end of neaven t9 
the ether. Then ſhall two men be in one bed; the one ſhall be 
taken, and the oth t. Two men fhail be in the field; the one 
Dall 2 tak Cents aud the other left. Tivo women ſhall be grinding 
together; the ane ſhall be taken, and the ther left. Luke xvii. 


a 
34— 37. 


This is what St. Paul refers to, 1. Cor. xv. 52. The trum- 


pet foull ſour, ard the dead fhall be raijed incorruptible, and 
we ſvati be changed, And 1'T hell, iv. 1318. I would not 


have 
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Bave you be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are fees 
that ye ſorrow not even as others which have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even | them alſo which 
fleep in Feſus, will God bring with him. For this we jay unto 
y2u, BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them 
which are aſleep ; for the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from hea- 
ven with a ſhout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Chriſt hall riſe firft ; then we 
which are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and fs ſball tue 
ever be with the Lord: This is the firſt refurreftion : Bleſſed and 
holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrection; on ſuch the 
ſecond death hath no power, but they ſhall be priefts of God and of 
Chrift, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand years. Rev. xx. 5, 
6. Agreeable to which St. John atlures us, I Ep. iii. 2---3. 
Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be: but we know, that when he ſhall appear, we 
ſhall be like him; for we ſhail fee him as he 1s: and every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himſelf even as he is pure. 

And when this gathering together of the ſaints is over, 
then the parable of the wiſe and fooliſh virgins, Matth. xxv. 

I, 13, will be fulfilled; becauſe to this time it hath a ſtrict 
relation: For then ſhall the mere nominal profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, ſuch who have not been truly pious and 
virtuous in their lives, beg to be taken up alſo, as they ſaw the 
truly religious, with whom they had lived and walked, were : 
ſuch as had not only the lamp of profeſſion, but the oil of 
grace with it: and by which their whole conduct towards 
God and towards men, was regulated in all piety and virtue, 
as the laws and precepts of Chriſt require. When theſe ſhall 
betaken up to meet their Lord, then the others will beg, and 
intreat to be received alſo ; but their prayer will be rejected, 
with a verily I ſay unto you, I know you nt : ©] difown all 
ſuch profeſſors of my name, whoſe om are contrary to the 
N and laws of my holy religion: and the door was ſhut. 

or then our bleſſed Lord, and his vaſt retinue, will with- 
draw, for a ſeaſon, from the region of the air, beyond the 
ſight of the mortal inhabitants of this earth, who will be left 
behind: I ſay, he will withdraw, for a ſeaſon, in order to 
judge the then raiſed, and changed ſaints; to acquit and 
juſtify them from the falſe charges, and malicious accuſa- 
tions of Satan the accuſer of the brethren. Rev. xii. 10. 

And upon this withdrawing, or diſappearing of our Lord, 
with his numerous retinue, perhaps ſome time before his firſt 
2ppearing in the clouds of heaven, the two witneſſes, or 
anointed ones, mentioned Zach. iv. 14. Rev. xi. 3, 4, will 
again appear upon the earth in their mortal bodies: one of 


theſe, 
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theſe, I preſume from Mal, iv. 5, 6, mutt be the prophet 
Elijah; for there God ſays, Beho/d [ will ſend you Elijab the 

ophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord: and he ſhall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to the fathers, leaſt I come and 

te the earth with a curſe. Agreeable to which our Lord 
ſays, Matth. xvii. 11. in anſwer to a queſtion relating to 
this very prophecy, in the judgment of the Scribes; Alias 
truly ſhall firſt c:me, and rejtore all things. And tho' the 12th 
ver. immediately following, only relates to John the Baptiſt, 
under the fame title; becauſe he was foretold to come in the 
Hirit and power of Elias, before Elizabeth conceived him, 
Lake i. 17—24. Yet the words above may fairly be un- 
derſtood of Elijah the prophet, who, as Chriſt truly ſays 
in the future tenſe, ſhall jir/? come and reſtore all things. This 
was a work, we do not read that john the Baptift enzaged 
in: He did no miracle, John x. 41. He owned that he was 
not Elias, neither that Prophet, which the Jews expected; 
and who is yet to come: on the contrary his great employ- 


ment was to preach the baptiſm of repentance ; to baptize 


the penitent, and to bear witneſs ta the Jews that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, the true expected Meſſiah; thereby t make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord : who abrogated the ceremo- 
nial law, and ſet up a new diſpenſation, Matth. iii. 1—12: 
Mark i. 3z—11. Luke iii. 2— 17. John i. 15—34. Coloſſ. 
ii. 10 - 14.; Not for the peculiar honour and benefit of the 
Jewiſh nation, but for the whole world, according to the 


gracious promiſe made to Abraham: In thee ſpall all families, 


Lindredo, or nations, of the earth be bleſſed, Gen. xii. 4. Acts 


Mt. 25. Gal. iii. & 

T he Scribes and Phariſees, before the time of our Saviour, 
had, by their interpretations and traditions, violated and 
made void many of the precepts and commandments of God. 
Matth. v. 21—42. Mark vii. 6-13. And yet they were 
very exact in their ſabbaths, ſacrifices, tythes and offerings, 
and in all the external ceremonies of the temple-worſhip. 
But fince the deſtruction of their city and temple by Titus, 
and their diſperſion throughout all nations, thoſe things are 
ceaſed, and their ſynagogue-worſhip is now without any ſa- 
crifces, quite another thing from what their worſhip was 
then. But the prophet Elijah, when he comes again, hall, 
J prefume, with their facrihces, re/ore the purity of the Mo- 
ſaic diſpenſation, and reform the worſhip of the Jews in 
all things, according to it. He will then appear alſo, to 
comfort the poor, perſecuted and diſtreſſed Jews, who, by 
reaſon of tranſgreſſion, Will once more be expelled and 
driven from Canaan ; but, by the ſpecial favour of God, to 
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a place of ſafety, which God will then provide for them, 
to ſecure them from the fury of this Anti-Chrift, or Man 
of Sin: for tho' he ſhall have power over the treafares of gold 
and ſilver, and over all the precious things of Egypt : and the 
Libyans and Ethiopians ſhall be at his fleps : though he ſhall 
enter into the glorious land, and many countries ſhall be over- 
thrown, yet theſe ſhall efcape out of his hand, even E dom and 
Moab, and the chief of the children , Ammon. Dan. Xi. 41, 
43. To theſe places of ſafety may Elijah, the prophet, 
conduct thoſe poor diſtreſſed ſews, rectify the worſhip of 
God among them, and prepare their minds for the joyful 
reception of our bleſſed Lord, when he deſcends to take on 
him, not only the government of their nation, but of the 
whole world. | 
Here I cannot but obſerve, that before the appearance 

of Elijah the prophet, the Chriſtian Religion will be pro- 
pagated throughout the whole world: for our Lord ſays, 
Math. xxiv. 14. This goſpel of the kingdom fhall be preached 
in all the world fer a witneſs unto all nations, and then ſhall the 
end come. Hence, therefore, all other nations, as well as 
| the Jews, muſt, in conſequence thereof, defire the appear- 
ance and coming of our bleſſed Lord: But this, notwith- 
ſtanding the pretences of many, was not likely to have 
been the calc, at the time of his birth, when Cæſar Auguſ- 
tus had fo firmly eſtabliſhed his reign over the whole Roman 
Empire, and given peace to the world; and, in conſequence 
thereof, had ſent out a decree, That all the world ſhould betaxed. 
Luke ii. 1. The nation of the Jews indeed, might, and 
did then, greatly deſire the coming of their Meiſiah, from 
the notion they entertained about his greatneſs and power, 
to deliver them from their ſubjection to the Romans; and | 
from under the uſurpation and tyranny ef Herod; by whom „ 
their legal government was entirely ſubverted, and a final { 
end put to it. | | 

And this firſt appearance of our bleſſed Lord, was cer- 
tainly the deſire and expectation of the wiſe men wh6 came 
at that time to Jeruſalem; and alſo of the nation from 
whom that embaſſy was ſent, if I may uſe the term. There 
is no mention of the particular country from whence th 
came: and how many wiſe men there were, is not ſaid; 
they are thought to be three, I ſuppoſe, only from the three 
difterent kinds of gifts mentioned; but this determines. 
* nothing as to their number: for they might each of them, 
or they might jointly, preſent Gold, PFrankincenſe, and 
Myrrhe, the richeſt produce of their country, and, as ſuch, | 
1 moſt worthy of a King's acceptance. he term wiſe-. f | 
men, admits of ten, as well as of three; but whether their. | 
LA $a . number 
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8 A Brief ScxiyTure Account 


number was three or ten, I think it very probable that they 


came from among the ten Tribes of Iſrael, carried awa 
captives from Canaan by Tiglath-pileſer, and Shalmaneſer, 


his ſon, who placed them beyond Euphrates, by the river | 


Gozen, in Aſſyria, and in the cities of the Medes. 2 Kings xv. 
29. Ch. xvii. 6-18. Whether, after that, they united and 
paſſed on ſtill farther into the Eaſt country, and were at 
this time ſettled together in Tartaria, is not certainly known; 
(there are various things related, and many conjectures 
about them, which muſt be left to time) but wherever they 
were, when they ſaw this wonderful ſtar appear to them, 
they might reaſonably conclude, that the propheſy of Ba- 
laam, Num. xxiv. 15---19. fo very intereſting to all the 
Tribes of Iſrael, was then fulfilled; as they very well 
knew his propheſy, That Amalck ſhould periſh for ever, 
was literally fulfilled by the commiſſion C35d. gave Saul, Ur- 
terly to deſtroy the Amalefites. 1 Sam. xv. 1. 3. And they might 
hereupon, even if they had no other ſupernatural diſcovery 
given them of this great event, have deputed thoſe wiſe men, 
perhaps one out of each Tribe, to ſearch into the circum- 
ſtances and accompliſhment of it; to perform their homage 
and preſent their gifts. And the pertinent enquiry of thoſe 
meſſengers, when they came to Jeruſalem, ſeems relative to 
this: WHERE IS HE THAT IS BORN KING OF THE JEWS? 
FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE EAST, AND ARE 
COME TO WORSHIP HIM. For certainly he that was born 
King of the Fews, muſt be King of all the Tribes of Iſtael, 
though diſperſed, as well as that of Judah, in. Paleſtine. 
And it is very remarkable, that after thoſe wife men de- 
ure from Jeruſalem, the ar, which they had ſeen in the 

aft .country, from whence they came, appeared again, 
and, to their very great joy, went before them, till it flood 
over where the young child was; and when they were come into 
the houſe, they ſaw the young child, with Mary his mather ; who, 
no doubt, in anſwer to their enquiries, fully informed them 


of the Angel Gabriel's ſalutation, and hermiraculous concep- 


tion of him ; with whatelſe we have recorded in the firſt and 
ſecond chapters of St. Luke's goſpel, concerning Zachariah 
and Elizabeth, with the teſtimony of the ſhepherds; That on the 
morning of his birth, the Angel of the Lord came upan them, 
and the glory of tive Lord ſhone round about them; and the Ange! 
ſaid, Fear not; fer behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy, 
which ſhall be to al people: for unto you is born, this day, in the 
city of David, d Sa iour, which is Chriſt the Lord. And ſud- 
denly there was with\the Angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
Nraiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt ; on earth 
peace, and good will to men! Mary kept all theſe things, and pon- 


dered 
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va place of ſafety, which God will then provide for them, 
to ſecure them from the fury of this Anti-Chrift, or Man 
of Sin: for tho? , he hall haue power over the treaſures of gold, 
and ſilver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the 
Libyans and Ethiopians ſhall be at his fteps : though he Jhall 
enter into the glorious land, and many countries fhall by over- 
:thrown, yet theſe ſhall eſcape out F his hand, even Edom and 
Hoab, and the 1 19-4 the children of Ammon. Dan. xi. 41, 
43. To theſe places of ſafety may Elijah, the prophet, 
conduct thoſe poor diſtreſſed Jews, rectify the worſhip of 
God among them, and prepare theit minds for the joyful 
reception of our bleſſed Lord, when he deſcends to take on 
him, not only the government of their nation, but of the 

whole world. | | 

Here I cannot but obſerve, that before. the appearance 
of Elijah the prophet, the Chriſtian Religion will be pro- 
pagated throughout the whole world: for our Lord ſays, 
Matth. xxiv. 14. This goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached 
in all the world for a witneſs unto all nations, and then ſhall the 
end come. Hence, therefore, all other nations, as well as 
the Jews, muſt, in conſequence thereof, defire the appear- 
-ance and coming of our bleſſed Lord: But this, notwith- 
ſtanding the pretences of many, was not likely to have 
been the caſe, at the time of his birth, when Cæſar Auguſ- 
tus had fo firmly eſtabliſned his reign over the whole Roman 
Empire, and given peace to the world : and in conſequence 
thereof, had ſent aut a decree, That all the world ſhould be taxed. 
Luke ii. 1. The nation of the Jews indeed, might, and 
did then, greatly deſire the coming of their Meffiah, from 
the notion they entertained about his greatneſs and power, 
to deliver them from their ſubjection to the Romans; and 
tom under the uſurpation and tyranny of Herod ; by whom 
their legal government was entirely ſubverted, and a final 
end put to it. N 

And this firſt appearance of our bleſſed Lord, was cer- 
tainly the deſite and expectation of the wiſe men, who came 
at that time to Jeruſalem; and alſo of the nation from 


whom that embaſſy was ſent, if 1 may uſe the term. There 


is no mention of the particular country from whence they 
came: and how many wiſe men there were, is not ſaid ; 
2 are thought to be three, I ſuppoſe, only from the three 
di erent kinds of gifts mentioned; but this determines 
nothing as to their number: for they might each of them, 
or they might jointly, preſent Gold, Frankincenſe, and 
Myrrbe, the richeſt produce of their country, and, as ſuch, 
worthy of a King's acceptance. The term wiſe- 

men, admits of ten, as well as of three ; but whether their 
*; * ä number 
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8 A brief Sci ruxx Aceouur 
number was three or ten, I think it very probable that they 
came from among the ten tribes of Iſrael, carried away 
captives from Canaan. by Tiglath-pilgſer, and Shalmaneſer, 
his ſon, who placed them beyond Euphrates, by the river 
 Goxzen, in ¶M ria, and in the cities of the Medes. 2 Kings xv. 
29. Ch, xvii. 6-18. Whether, after that, they united and 
paſſed on ſtill farther into the Eaſt country, and were at 
this time ſettled together in Tartaria, is not certainly known; 
(there are various things related, and many conjectures 
about them, which muſt be left to time) but wherever they 
were, when they ſaw this wonderful ſtar appear to them, 
they might reaſonably conclude, that the prophecy of Ba- 


Jaam, Num. xxiv. 15—19. ſo very intereſting ta all the 


Tribes of Iſrael, was then fulfilled ; as they very well 
knew his prophecy, That Amalek ſhould periſh for ever, 
was literally fulfilled by the commiſſion God gave Saul, Ut- 
terly to deflroy the Amalzkites. 1 Sam. xv. 1. 3. And they might 
hereupon, even if they had no other ſupernatural diſcovery 
given them of this great event, have deputed thoſe wiſe men, 
| wha one out of each Tribe, to ſearch into the circum- 
ſtances and accompliſhment of it; to perform their homage 
and preſent their gifts. And the pertinent enquiry of thoſe 
mellengers, when they came to Jeruſalem, ſeems relative to; 
this: WHERE 18 HE THAT Is BORN KING OF THE Jews? 
FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS $TAR IN THE EAST, AND ARE 
COME TO WORSHIP HIM. For certainly he that was horn 
King of the Fews,. muſt be King of all the Tribes of Iſrael, 
though diſperſed, as well as that of Judah, in Paleſtine. 
And it is very remarkable, that after thoſe wiſe men de- 
parted from Jeruſalem, the far, which they had ſeen in the 
Eaſt country, from whence they came, appeared again, 
and, to their very great joy, went before them, till it ſtood 
over where the young child was ; and when. they were come into 
the bouſe, they ſaw the young child, with Mary his mother. Then 
they fell down and worſhipped him, and preſented their gifts, 
gold, frankincenſe and myrch. Here was a very ſeaſonable 
ſupply for our Lord, and his parents journey into Egypt, 
and their ſupport whilſt there, whither he was by divine 
direction, carried without delay. Matth. ii. 1-15. 
Had this ſtar appeared Eaſt in the firmament of Heaven, 
where other ſtars are ſeen, it muſt, with them, by the diur- 
nal motion of the Earth, have appeared alſo in the Weſt, 
as the Sun, Moon, and other Luminaries do; and ſo, like 
them, have been viſible throughout every nation of the world, 


within the ſame degrees of latitude : But, on the contrary, 
it ſeems to have been a ſupernatural ſtar, appearing only 


over the eaſt country, from whence thoſe wiſe men.came z 
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Of the Glorious Mir TEXNxIiUN, &c, 9 
and ſeen no where elſe: and that it did not journey with them, 
nor was ſeen by them out of their own country, till after 
they had been with Herod at Ee and were departed 
thence on their way towards Bethlehem: then, we are aſ⸗ 
ſured it appeared to them again; and the ꝛuiſe men rejoiced 
with e great joy, when they ſaw the flar, which now 
guided, and went before them, till it came and flood over where 
the young child was. Then the wiſe men entered the houſe, 
where they ſaw the young child, with Mary, his mother, who, 
no doubt, in anſwer to their enquiries, fully informed them 
of the Angel Gabriel's falutation, and her miraculous concep- 
ion of him ; with what elſe we haye recorded in the firſt an 
ond chapters of St. Luke's goſpel, concerning Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, with the teſtimony of the ſhepherds; That on the 
morning of his birth, the Angel of the Lord came upe the, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them ; an the Ange 


ſaid, Fear not; for behold I bring you glad tiding of great joy, 


which ſhall be to all people: for unto you is born, this day, in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lerd. Aud ſud- 
denly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly hoſt 

praiſing Gad, and ſaying, Glory to Gad in the higheſt ; on earth 
peace, and good will to men! Mary kept all theſe things, and pon- 
dered them in her heart. Moreover, ſhe and Joſeph marvelled 
at what was ſpoken of him by good old Simeon, and Anna 
the propheteſs. So the wiſe men fell down and worſhipped the 
Holy Child Jeſus : and when they had opened their treaſures, 
they preſented unto him the gifts of their nation, according to 
the end and deſign of their journey. And as the gracious . 
deſign of the Almighty to that people, from whom thoſe 
wiſe men came, was manifeſt, in cauſing ſo wonderful an 
appearance of this ſupernatural ſtar, firſt over their own 
country in the Eaſt, which begat in them a belief of, and 
excited ſuch ſearch and enquiry into the accompliſhment of 
this moſt 1 event; and after that, to their meſſengers 
in Judea, in ſuch manner, that the end and deſign of their 
journey thither, was with certainty accompliſhed, and they 


received thereby the moſt undoubted proof, and cleareſt evi- 


dence, that a king was at this time born unto the Jews, as 

their ancient prophecies had foretold, of the Tribe of Fudah, 

of the houſe and lineage of David, in Bethlehem, the city 
avid; io the deſign of God therein being thus fulfilled, 


that ſtar diſappeared, and was ſeen no more. And the 
wiſe men being warned of God, in a dream, that they ſhould 
not return to Herod, they departed into their own country an- 
ether way. : 17 ſd » » Het »* oy?! 1 , * 
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10 A brief Schi run Account 

Tribe of Judah will be gathered together from their vari- 
dus diſperſions, returned into Paleſtine, and ſettled there 
in caſe, peace and plenty, enjoying every temporal good: 
fot the Lord ſhall ſave the tents of Fudah fiſi; and Jeruſalem ſpall 
be inhabited again in her own place; even in Feruſalem, Zach. 
Xii. 6, 7, But they will erect neither walls nor bulwarks for 
their defetice againſt enemies ; becauſe they will with much 
confidence ſay, in the Janguage of the prophet, Ve have 
a ſtrong city; ſalvation will God appoint for walls and bul- 
warks, Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is 
flaid on thee, becauſe be truſteth in thee, Iſa. xxiv. 1—J Tho? 
after this, they will fall into very great tranſgreflion, and 
this will bring on them the moſt ſevere tribulation, as fore- 
told, Dan. viii. 12, Ch. xii. 1. Matth; xxiv. 21, 22: 

In Jeruſalem, the Tribe of Judah will build a moſt mag- 
nificent temple, according to the form and meaſures ſhews 
to, and deſcribed by, the prophet Ezekiel, with the cham- 
bers, galleries, offices, and courts, thereto belonging, eve 
way ſuited: to the Jewiſh worſhip. And this temple will 
literally fulfill, and every way anſwer to the deſcription of 
that given by the prophet Hagai, Ch. ii. 6-9. For thus 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, Yet once it is a little while and I will 
Hate the haavens and the earth, and the ſea, and the dry land; 
and I will ſhake all nations, and the Deſire of all nations ſhall 
come. And I will fill this houſe (or my houſe in this place) with 
glory, faith the Lord of Hoſts. The ſilver is mine, and the gold 
is mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, The glory of this latter 
houſe ſhall be greater than of the former, ſaith the Lord 
Hefls ; and in this place will I give 3 the Lordof Hoſts, 

The fore front of this temple will be towards the eaft : 
And in this temple of God, will the great Anti-Chriſt, or man 
7 n, the ſon of fer ſit, to ſhew himſelf, and be wor- 

zþped as Ged. Ezek. xl. 4. to ch. xlviii. 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. 
For after he ariſes, with the character of one endowed 
with profound wiſdom, of fierce or auſtere countenance, and 
under/landing dark ſentences, he fhall became ſtrong with a ſmall 
9 he ſhall corrupt by flatteries, and all kinds of deceit ; 
de /hall, thro” his policy, cauſe craft to proſper, ſo as peaceably 
to obtain power in the kingdom or empire; pretending to the 
et ſanctity and virtue, to deſpiſe all manner of plea- 

res, nor regarding the defire of women z but pretending 
the moſt diſintereſted regard for the publick good, and that 
nothing elſe could induce him to concern himſelf in publick 
affairs; for which end, and for adyancing the honour and 
intereſt of the ſupreme head of the empire, vaſt armies ſhall 
be committed to him, ſo that he ſhall become great from a {mall 
people, and do according to his wall, His power ſhall be mighty 
8 ut 
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but not by his own power : and he ſhall deſtroy wonderfully, and 
ſhall proſper and pra#tiſe, and ſhall deſtrey the mighty and holy 
people; and through his policy alſo he ſhall cauſe craft to proſper 
in his hand; and he ſhall magnify himſelf in his heart, and by 
peace ſhall deſtroy many; he ſhall alſo fland up againſt the Prince 
of princes, but he ſhall be broken without hand, Dan. viii. 
23---25, 

But after he has, by the moſt ſpecious pretences, got up 
into power, and obtained command of forces in the empire; 
knowing the wealth of the Jews, and their abundance of 
every good thing in the land of Canaan, theſe things ſball 
come into his mind; he ſhall think an evil thought, and ſhall jay, 
T will go up to the land of unvalled villages; I will go to them 
that are at reſt, that dwell ſafely, (careleſs and ſecure) all of 
them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 
to take a ſpoil, and take a prey, to turn his hand upon the deſolate 
places that are now inhabited, and UPON THE PEOPLE THAT 
ARE GATHERED- OUT OF THE NATIONS, hich have gotten 
cattle and goods, that awell in the midſi of the Land; or nearly 
the centre of the habitable earth: then will the merchants 0 
Tarſhiſh, Sheba and Dedan, ſay, Art thou come to take a ſpoil ? 
Haſt thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away 
ſilver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great 


ſpoil? Ezek. xxxviii. 10. And armies hall ſtand on his part, 


and they ſhall pollute the ſanctuary of ftrength, and ſhall take 
away the daily ſacrifice, and they ſhall place the abomination that 
maketh deſolate. And ſuch as do wickedly againſt the covenant, 
ſhall be corrupt by flatteries : but the people that do know their 
God, ſhall be ſtrong, and do exploits ; and they that underſtand 
among the people, ſhall inſtruft many : yet they ſhall fail by the 
ſword, and by flame, and by captivity, and by ſpoil, many days. 
Now when they ſhall fall, they hall be halpen with a little help; 
but many ſhall cleave to them with flatteries. And ſome of them 
of cs PR ſhall fall, to try them, and t1 purge, and to 
make them white, even to the time of the end; becauſe it is 
yet for a time appointed. And the king ſhall ds according ts his 
will, and he ſhall exalt himſelf, and magnify himſelf above every 
Cod, and fhall ſpeak marvellous things agamft the God of Gods, 
and ſhall proſper, till the indignation ſhall be accompliſhed ; for 
that that is determined ſhall be dane: Neither ſhall he regard the 
God of ON, nor the defire of women, nor regard any God, 
for he ſhall magnify himſelf above all. But in his eftate he ſhall 
honour the God of forces, (namely, the prince, or ſupreme 
head of the empire, who raiſed him into power, and en- 
truſted him with ſuch vaſt armies, to ſubdue and ſubject the 
nations to him) this God, whom: his fathers knew not, ſhall he 
bonour with gold and ſilver,” W precious ſlones, and plea- 
| 4 
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fant things, to keep and preſerve his power., Thus ſha# he 
ae in the moſt ſirong holds, with a ſtrange God (or governour) 
whom he ſhall acknowledge and increaſe with glory, and ſhall 
cauſe them to rule over many, and ſhall divide the land for gam.--- 
He ſhall enter into the glorious land, and many countries ſhall be 
everthrown ; but thoſe ſhall eſcape out of his hands, even Edom and 
Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He ſhall firetch 
Forth his hand alſo upon the countries, and the land of Egypt ſhall 
not eſcape; but he ſhall have power over the treaſures of 
gold and ſilver, and over all the 133 things of Egypt : 
be at his ſteps: but tid- 

ings out of the Eaſt and out of the North ſhall trouble him, 
(perhaps ſome commotions preparatory to the return of the 
ten Tribes of Iſrael) therefore he ſhall go forth with great fury 
to deſiroy them, and utterly to make away many, both Jews and 
Chriſtians, and he ſhall plant the Tabernacles of his palace be- 
tween the ſeas, in the glorious holy mountain ; but he ſhall be 
broken without hand; he ſhall came to his end and none ſhall help 
him. Dan. xi. 3t---45. Rev. xiii. | 
And becauſe the Jews, tho' overcome and ſpoiled, can- 
not be ſeduced to own him for their Meſſiah, and to worſhip 
him as God, in their own temple, he will raiſe the moſt ſe- 
vere perſecution, and reſolve to extirpate their whole 
race; but God will provide them a place of ſafety ; for 
though when this vile perſon Hall enter into the glorious land, 
and many countries ſhall be overthrawn, yet "yy ſhall eſcape out 
F his hand, even Edam and Moab, and the chief of the children 
of Ammon; where the diſtreſſed Jews may take refuge from 
his fury. This is the tribulation which our bleſſed Lord 
refers to, Matth. xxiv. 15---29. Having, as recorded in 
the xxiiid chapter, delivered in the temple a diſcourſe to the 
multitude, and to his diſciples, wherein he expoſed the 
reat hypocriſy, deceit, pride, and wickedneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ſet forth the cruel perſecutions which 
they would commence againſt the faithful miniſters he 
ſhould fend unto their nation, and lamented the miſerable 
calamities which were coming upon Jeruſalem, for the im- 
penitency, unbelief, and wickedneſs of its inhabitants, 
he foretold the deſtruction of their city and temple, in 
ſaying, ver. 38. behold, your houſe is left unto you deſolate. 
Then he alſo foretold, and intimated unto them his own 
departure, his long abſence, and after that his ſecond com- 
ing, and appearing again, to the joy and rejoicing of their 
Nation, ver. 39. For I ſay unto you, ye fhall net ſee me hence- 
forth, till ye ſhall jay, bleſſed 1s he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord, Then indeed, according to the prophet, Iſa. xxv. g. 
They will rejoice, and it ſhall be ſaid in that Day, Lo, this is. 
| our 
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aur God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave us: This 
is our Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in his Salvation. 

But with reſpect to their unbelief and rejection of Chriſt 
and his goſpel, St. Paul informs us, That blindneſs, in part, 
has happened to Iſrael, untill * 9K of the Gentiles be come in. 
That, as concerning the goſpel, they are enemies for our ſake 


« but as touching the election, they are beloved for the Father's ſake. 


That God hath not caſt away his people, which he foreinew, 
and had choſen, above all the families of the earth, to place his 
name amongſt them. That if they bide not ſtill in unbelizf, 
they /hall be grafted in the chriſtian church; for God is able 
to graft them in. That all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved from their cap- 
tivities and infidelity ; as it is written, There fhail come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob. 
That God hath faid, This is my covenant unto them, when 1 
ſhall take away their ſins, their unbelief; for he wil finiſb the 
work, and cut it fhort in righteouſneſs, becauſe a ſhirt work 
will the Lord make upon the earth. Thus it ſhall come to 
paſs, that the unbelieving Jews, God's choſen people, ſhall 
be a willing people in the day of his porwer : for the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance. And therefore what- 
ever he has promiſed and declared, by his holy prophets, 
will moſt aſſurcdly be accompliſhed in his own time, the 
moſt ſuitable and proper time for them. O the depth of the 
riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! How un- 
fearchabie are his judgements, and his ways paſt finding out !--= 
For of him, and through him, and. to him, are all things; ts 
whom be glory for ever. Amen. Rom. xi. I, 2. 23. 25—29. 
33— 36. Ch. ix. 28. Pſ. cx. 3. 

To proceed. When our Lord went out, to depart from the 
temple, his diſciples ſhewed, or defired him to take notice of 
the buildings of the temple, hoꝛo it was adorned with goodly 


ſtones and gifts; he ſaid, As for theſe things which ye bevold, 


verily I fay unto you, The days will come, in the which there 
Hall not be left here one ſtone upen another, that ſhail not be 
thrawn dawn. Luke xxi. 5, 6. Matth. xxiv. 1, 2. And 
after this, ver. 3. as he ſat upon the mount of Oltves, his diſci- 
ples came unto him privately, and put three queſtions to him : 
ſuying, tell us when ſhall theſe things be? namely, the deſtrue- 
tion of the temple, and of Jeruſalem ; and what hall be the 
ane, thy coming; and of the end of the world © Our Lord drops 
their firſt queſtion, without ſaying a word to it, and an- 
ſwers directly to their ſecond queſtion, as what was moſt 
material for his churches to be informed about; firſt cau- 
tioning his followers, in every age, againſt being deceived 
by any reports or appearances, and, by ſaying But the end 
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is not yet, he fignified to them that the time was then at a 
great diſtance, and in order to prevent their miſtaking 
things, he gives them, in due order, the moſt unerring 
ſigns, by which his faithful diſciples might certainly know 
when his ſecond coming was approaching; and ſo near at 
hand, that the generation of men then living upon the earth, 
ſhall not paſs or die, till all thoſe things be fulfilled. And he 
delivers theſe things in ſuch clear terms, as might remove 
every doubt from their minds, ſtrengthen their faith in him, 
cd and eſtabliſh them in the true chriſtian profeſſion 
and practice, and encourage them to endure, with becom- 
ing patience and reſolution, the trials and perſecutions 
which they would then meet with, from the cruel edits of 
the moſt wicked Son of perdition, ſtiled, by the prophet Da- 
niel, The little Horn, with eyes lite a man, and a mouth ſpeat- 
ing great things---againſt the moſt High. He will make war 
with the ſaints, and prevail againſt them---and fhall wear out 
the ſaints of the moſt High; for he will ſuffer none to traffick, 
or be merchants, without a licence from him ; that no man 
might buy or ſell, ſave he that had the mark, or the name of the 
beaſt, or the number of his name. Nay, he will decree, that 
all who would not worſhip the tmage 7 the beaſt, or head of the 
empire, by him ſet up, ſhould be killed. He will think to change 
times, and laws : and they fhall be given into his hand, until a 
time, and times, and the dividing of time. Here, ſays St. 
John, is the patience and faith of the Saints. — The patience f 
the Saints—that keep the commanaments of God, and the faith of 
Teſus. Dan. vii. 8. 20. 21. 24. 25. Rev. xiii. 10. 17. Ch. 
XIV. 12. 

And our Lord gives us the ſtrongeſt aſſurance to depend 
upon the truth of what he ſays, Matth. xxiv. 35. for he 
poſitively affirms, heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but my 
words ſhall not paſs away. The ſigns of his coming, and 
when it is approaching, may be known by all, but the time 
or year when he will come, and reftore the kingdom to Tſrael, 
the father hath put in his own power, For, ſays our Lord, «f 
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not the angels of hea- 
ven, neither the Son, but my Father only, Acts i. 6, 7. Mark 
xiii. 32. Mhen ye, therefore, ſays our Lord to his Apoſtles 
but ſpeaking thro? them, to all his diſciples and followers in 
every age of the church, even to the generation in whoſe time 
it will be accompliſhed : hen ye therefore ſhall ſee the abs- 
mination of deſalation, ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet, fand in 
the holy _— * . 15 him * wa for a ſhall 
be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever ſhall be after ; and except thaſe 
days ſhould be. ſbortened, there ſhould no fleſh be ſaved, or ſur- 
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vive that perſecution, who refuſed ſubmiſſion to his decrees; 
but for the elect's (the Jews) ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened ; 
or, the Lord, for the elect's ſake whom he hath choſen, hath 
ſhortened the days; Mark xii. 20. * Then if any man ſhall 
fay untoyou, Lo! here is Chriſt, or there; believe it not = 
there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe prophets, and ſhall ſhew 
great ſigns and wonders, inſomuch that, (iF it were poſſible) they 
ſhould deceive the very elect. Behold 1 have told you before, to 
ſecure you from being deceived ; wherefore, if they ſhall ſay unto 
you, behold, he is in the deſart, go not forth; behold, he is in the ſe- 
cret chambers, believe it not; for as the lightning cometh out of the 
eaſt, and ſhineth even unto the 20, ſo ſhall alſo the coming i 4 
- Son of man be; open and manifeſt to all; and then ſh 
the pious faithful dead in Chriſt be raiſed, and all the fin- 
cere living diſciples of our Lord, then perſecuted and diſ- 
treſſed by the powers of darkneſs, ſhall be taken and 
changed, and ſhall join the raiſed ſaints, and will all together 
be caught up to meet their Lord in the air, and ſo ſhall ever be 
with the Lord. In this the heavenly hoſt will rejoice, and in 
their ſolemn worſhip praiſe God, ſaying, We give thee thanks, 
O Lord God Almighty, which art, and waſt, and art to come; 
becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, and haſt reigned. 
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead, that they ſhould be judged, and that thou 
fſhouldeſt give a reward unto thy ſervants the prophets, and to the 
ſaints, and them that = thy name, ſmall and great, and 
ſhouldeſt deſtroy them which deſtroy the earth; where the follows 
ing alarming figns will then appear; for immediately after the 
tribulation of thoſe days, mentioned Mark xiii. ver. 14—24, 
ſhall the ſun be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give her light, 
and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and the powers of the hea- 
ven ſhall be ſhaken; and after theſe ſurpriſing tokens, then 
ſhall appear the fign of the Son of man in heaven ; and then ſhall 
all the tribes of the earth mourn ; as before recited, p. 4. 

At, or perhaps before, the commencement of the above 
perſecution, both againſt Jews and Chriftians, Elijah the 
prophet, and John the evangeliſt will, I preſume, appear, 
to vindicate the truth of each diſpenſation ; to comfort and 
encourage the profeſſors of each ; and they ſhall propheſy be- 
fore that God of the earth, when in the zenith of his power. 
Zach. iv. 14. Rev. xi. 4. Theſe two witneſſes ſhall then 
enter upon their propheſy .of 1260 days, clothed in ſackcloth, 
having received power from God, to work miracles, 75 ſut 
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy ; and have 
power over the waters to turn them to blood, and to ſmate the 
garth with all plagues as often as they will, And if any man 

„ ö b « will 
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wil! hurt them, they ſhall have power ts command fire to detous 
their Enemies, and all thoſe who would hurt, or who ſhall 
attempt to deſtroy them in the days of their prophecy, muſt in 
this manner be killed, as Elijah of old did to the meſtengers 
ſent by king Ahab to take him. Rev. xi. 3—6. 2 Kings 
i. 0—14. The time which their propheoy will continue, 
we are afſured, is a time, times, and an half time, or 1200 
days; about three years and an half, or forty and two months 
of 30 days to each month *, during which time, the raiſed, 
and changed righteous will be judged, and a ſuitable reward 
for the virtue and piety of each, will be affigned them; to 
be entered upon after they deſcend, with their glorious 
Lord, to take poſſeſſion of his kingdom, and to fit upon the 
throne of his father David in Jeruſalem : for, according to 
St. Peter, 1 Ep. iv. 17. The time is come, the diſpenſation is 
now commenced, whereby we are aſſured that judgment wil! 
begin at the houſe of God; and if it firft begin at us, what ſhall 
the end be of them that obey not the goſpel of God? And if the 
righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner 
appear? See Rom. iii. 4. 2 Cor. v. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
When this trial of the righteous comes, then ſhall he ac- 
cuſer of the brethren be caſt down, Rev. xii. 9, 13. that old ſer- 
pent called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world : 
he will be caſt out into the earth, and his angels caſt out with 
him. Then, will the heavenly inhabitants rejoice, and 
ſay, Now is come ſalvation, and ſtrength, and the kingdom 0 
our God, and the power of his Chrift ; for the accuſer of the bre- 
thren is caſt down, which accuſed them before our God day and 
night. And they ouercame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their teſtimony; and they loved not their lives unta 
the death; therefore rejoiae, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in 
them. Moe to the inhabiters of the earth, and of the ſea ; for 
the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, e 
knoweth that he hath but a hort time. He will ſet himſelf, by 
all his diabolical wiles, to promote the cruel and impious 
deſigns of Anti-Chriſt; for deſtroying all, both Jews and 
Chriſtians, who reject the worſhip and obedience impoſed 
by his authority: And when the two witneſſes hall have 
finiſhed their teſfimony, and the 1260 days are expired; not- 
withſtanding the power given them to work miracles, 76 
mite the earth with plagues, and to deſtroy thoſe enemies who 
would hurt them, during the days of their prophecy ; yet, 
thro' the power and policy of Satan, tbe beaſt that aſcendeth 
out of the bottomleſs pit, they ſhall be overcome and put te 
death. "Rey tk 7% | | 
| Thug 
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Thus thoſe two moſt eminent prophets, whoſe lives are 
yet preſerved for the purpoſes of divine wiſdom, which has 
continued them through ſo many ages, ſhall at laſt die Mar- 
tyrs for the truth of God, to their greater and more exalted 
glory : for that Elijah did not die on earth, but was taken 
up bodily into heaven, by a whirlwind, we know from 2 
Kings, ii. 1—11. And that he will as certainly come again, 
we are aſſured, Malachi iv. 5, 6. And that St. John may 
have been removed from earth after the ſame, or ſome other 
extraordinary manner, and conveyed to the fame region, is 
not improbable; for tho' he was ſo eminent a perſon, we 
have no accounts of his death that can be depended upon : 
the ſtories in Doretheus and others, of his burying himſelf at 
Epheſus when 120 years old, and the earth over him, for ages 
after, bubbling up from his breath, as if he was ſleeping there, 
are too fabulous to be believed. But that he {till lives ſome- 
where, we have, from the belt authority, the higheſt reaſon to 
believe. Matth. xvi. 27, 28, Where our bleſſed Lord, ſpeak- 
ing of the very times and ſubject which we are here treat- 
ing of, ſays, The Son of Man fhall come in the glory of his Father, 
with his angels, and then he ſhall reward every man according to 
his works ; verily I ſay unto you, there be ſtanding here, which 
fhall not taſte of death, till they ſee the San of Man coming in his 
kingdom. Which laſt words we have reaſon to believe were 
particularly meant of John, his beloved diſciple. Mark ix. 
I. Luke ix, 27. Becauſe after Chriſt was riſen from the dead, 
and had dined with moſt of his Apoſtles, en the ſhare, by the 


fea of Tiberias, and had fionified unto them by what death 


Peter ſhould gl;rify God, Peter enquires of him what ſhould 
be the fate of St. John, his beloved diſciple; Lora, ſays he, 
That ſball this man do? Tefus ſaith unto him, Tf I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? fallow thou me. And 
tho” the brethren, at that time, concluded from thoſe words 
of Chriſt, that that diſciple ſhould not die ; yet St. John him- 
ſelf underſtood them better ; and therefore he adds, Yet Fe- 
fus ſaid nit—he ſhall not die; but if I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee? the moſt natural conſtruction, and 
the obvious ſenſe of which words is this: If it be my will 
that he ſhall liye, and his death be deferred until I come 
again, what is that to thee? This indeed is the very ſenſe 
which St. John gives us of Chriſt's words: for Jeſus ſaid not 
he ſhall not die; but if I will that he tarry till I came, 
what is that to thee? John xxi. 15—23. And his be- 
coming, hereafter, one of the witneſſes who ſhall be over- 
come and killed, thro' the power and policy of Satan, aſter 
the appearance of our Lord in the clouds of heaven, and juſt be- 
tore be deſcends to the earth, to deſtrey that wicked, and 79 
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take 
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tnke poſſeſſion of his kingdom, is exactly correſpondent to the 
text, and every way agreeable to the ſcriptures of truth, in 
other places, as above, 

Moreover, when he was in the Iſle of atmos, baniſhed 
thither 6 the word of God, and for the teſtimony of Jeſus 
Chriſi, Kev. i. . and there ſaw the viſion» recorded in the 
Apocalypſe, the revelations then given him, mult be more de- 
lightful to his underſtanding, and more pleafing to his mind 
in its reception of them, than honey in the mouth is to the 
taſte; yet it will in the end Le bitter to his belly when he 
comes to ſuffer according to the prediction in the eleve:rth 
chapter. And farther, we find, Ch. x. 11. The angel aſ- 
ſured him, thou muſt prophecy again before mary fees, and 
nations, and tongues, and kings: But that he has yet gone 
this, we have no account from any hiſtory ; fo that ve may 
reaſonably conclude, that this prophecy remains !114] to be 


fulfilled, and may hereafter be accon bliſhed in ihe reign of 
the great Anti-Chriſt, or Aan of Si, the Son of Ferdirion, 
the God of the Karih, or Lord of the wiole Hoith, as he is 
ſtiled in ſcripture ; beſides many other tidles therein given to 
him. This is the abommation of defelation, ſpoken of by Damel 
the prot het, Matth. xxv. 15. who will oppo/e and exait himſelf 
abcve all that is called God, or that is worſhipped: F that be as 
Coed, will t in the tenifle of God, to jhew himpelf that he is God. 
. 14. Rev. zi. 1 4+ Abe 
whom many pecple, and kindreds, and tangucs, and nations, 
will ſtill cab as God, notwithſtanding their being greatly 
terrified before, at {ceing our bleſſed Lord's appearing in the 
cen, of beaven ; but after his withdrawing ro judge the 
ſaints, they will ſtill be deluded by Anti-Chrift, who may 
perhaps pretend, and by his emiſſaries make them believe, 
that what they jaw, was only a phænomenon, which he had 
cauſed, to inew his power, and then made to diſappear. 
And when the two witneſſes, who well jmite the earth with 
flagues, during their f rothecy, are Killad; overcome thro' the 
power and policy of that oli Serpent, cailed the Devil, and 


Stan, which deceiveth the whel: world, and then aſſiſting to 
bye 


he utmoir of Bis power, this Ser of Perdition; he will the 
more impioufſly aftert his divinity aud almighty power: and 
as one evidence thereof, to all miniſters, <mbaiTadors, prin- 
ces, and kings, then attending his court; he will nat ſuffer the 
dene Fodtes of the 1 wo witneſſes to be buried or put in graves 


but expoicd to the view of all people, tindreds, tongues, and 
nations, ſo that his worſhippers Mall rejoice over them, and 


mage merry, and fu fend gifts ene to another; becauſe thoſo 


bios prophets who had formented them were put to death. But 


aer toree Gays and an half, the ſpirit of Life, from Gad, ſhail 
| So enter 
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enter into them; and they ſhall land again upen their fert, to 
the terror of their enemies, for great fear ſhall fall upon them 


4 which ſee them; after which, upon the call of their glorious 
; Lord, or, as it is expreſſed in the text, a great voice from 
| heaven heard by them; ſaying, come up hith en: they Hall 
7 aſcend up to heaven in a cloud, and in the fight of their ene- 


mies, to join the glorious ones, before caught up to meet their 
Lord: upon which, the ame hour, a tenth Part of Jeruſalem, 
the city where our Lord was crucified, ſhall be deſtroyed by 
an earthquake ; and ſeven thouſand men flain by it: perhaps of 
the molt eſteemed by Anti-Chriſt, for their ſteady adherence, 
and moſt zealous endeavours to promote his cruel and impious 
deſigns; but the remnant being thereby ed, will give 


glory to the God of heaven, Rev. xi. 3---13. For the fun joall 7 
then be darkened, and become black as ſackcloth of hair, and the | 
* moon become as blood, and ſhall not give her ligbt; the ftars of | 


heaven ſhall fall to the earth, and the powers of heaven {hall | 
be ſhaken, the mountains and iflands of the earth ſhall be moved, 8 
| ſo that the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, with 
7 the chief captains, the mighty men, and all others, whether 
bondmen or freemen, who have ſerved and worſhipped Anti- = 
Chriſt, will Hide themſelves in dens and caves, and call for the ' 
rocks and mountains to fall and cover them; dreading the great 1 
day of his wrath, the wrath of the Lamb our Lord Jeſus, then 
ö coming on. And there ſhall be figns in the ſun, and in the moon, 
5 and in the ſlars; and upon the earth diſtreſs of nations, wth 
: perplexity, the ſea and waves roaring ; Mens hearts failing them 
I for fear, and for looting after thoſe things which are coming uh 
99 on the earth; for the powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken ; and then 
* fhall they fee the Son of Man coming in a cloud, with power and 
great glory, Matth. xxiv. 29. Rev. vi. 12, 17. Luke xxi. 
25—28. For now will appear with majeſty and glory, the 
Faithful and true Witneſs, the Beginning of the creation of God, 
the Mord of God, the King of Kings, and Lord of Loras ; 
; whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, and on his head many crowns ;; 
4 as inveſted with all power and dignity. Who in righteou/- 
0 meſs doth judge aud make war, going forth conquering, and 4 
conquer ; followed by the armies of heaven, out of whoſe mouth 
goeth a ſharp ſword, for his word ſhall fanite the nations, and 
he ſhall rule them with a red of iron, and daſh them in pieces, 
41 lite a potter's veſſel, when he cometh to tread th wine-prejs, 1 
WW" of the fierceneſs and wrath of Almighty God. The Lord ſhall {ond J 
: the rod of thy ſtrength out of Lien; rule thou in the mid of thing | 1 
2] enemies : the Lord at thy right hand ſball ftrike through kmgs, in 
; the day of his wrath, He fhall judge among the heathen, | 
Bk Hall fill the places with the dead bodies; be ſhall wound the heads 
1 over many countries. Fur the indignation of the Lordi is ubm all 
6} 4 | 2 nations, 
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nations, and his fury upon all their armies ; he hath utterly de- 


ftroyed them, he hath delivered them to the laughter.— For God 

hath ſaid, My ſword ſhall be bathed in heaven : behold, it 
Gall come down upon Idumea, and uon the people of my curſe 
te judgment. For the Lord hath a ſacrifice in Bozrah, and a 
great ſlaughter in the land of Idumea--- And their land ſhall he 
ſoked with blood, and their duſt made fat with fatneſs. For it 
is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompences 
for the controverſy of Zion. Pſ. Cx. 2. 5. 6. Rev. iii. 14. 
Ch. xix. 11— 16. Ch. ii. 27. Iſa. xxxiv. 1—10. 

And now this prophecy will be fulfilled, which has too 
generally been ſaid to repreſent the ſufferings of Chriſt, under 
God's indignation, as trodden, bruiſed, and punifhed by him in the 
wine-preſs of his fierce vindictive wrath againſt ſmners. A wild 
and foreign ſenſe, contrary to juſtice, reaſon, and the letter 
of the text, which repreſents nothing ſuffering, bruiſed or 
broken, but only that which is under the feet of him who 
treadeth the wine-preſs, one inveſted with great power and 
glory, and wonderfully ſucceſsful in his labours, thus, 
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bazrah ? this, that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatneſs of his firength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty 
to ſave. "Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadeth the wine fat? I have trodden the 
wwine-preſs alone, and of the people there was none with me : for 
T will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, 
and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, and I will 
ain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, 
and the year of my redeemed is come. And I looked, and there was 
none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold : 
Merefore mine own arm brought ſalvation unto me, and my fury 
it upheld me. And I will tread down the people, in mine anger; 
and mate them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their 
frrength to the earth, Iſa. Ixiii. 1-6. Rev. xix. 13. 15. 

Then ſhall all the armies of Anti-Chriſt be effectually ſub- 
dued, his confederacies every where diſſolved and broken ; 
and all the power and authority totally deſtroyed, of him, 
who is in ſcripture ſpoken of, under the following titles and 
characters; Gog from the land of Magog ; the chief prince Fa 
Meſpect and Tubal; the Aſſyrian come into our land, and tread- 
ing in our palares, i. e. Judea: A vile perſon, to whom the 
princes of the empire /hall not give the honour of the kingdom, 
but he ſhall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatte- 
ries. The little horn, Dan. viii. 8. 9. 11. 12. 23. before whom 
three 2 the firſt horns were pluckt up; whoſe look was more flout 
than his fellnus, who ſpake very great things, and made war 
Toth the ſaints, The ſecond beaſt with horns like a lamb, yet 


ſpake 


* 
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ſhake as a dragon; even blaſphemy againſt Gad, his holy name, his 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven, &c. The eighth king, 
who is of the ſeventh, and goeth inta perdition, The lord of the 
whole earth, The god of the earth. The man of fin. The ſan 
of perdition ; who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is 
* called God, or is worſhipped ; fo that he, as God, ſitteth in the 
| temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that be is G; whoſe coming is 
| after the working of Satan, with all power, and ſigns, and lying 
wonders : and with all decervablensſs of unrighteouſneſs in them 
that periſh; becauſe they receive not the love of the truth, that they 
might be ſaved. The abomination that maketh deſolate ; the king 
who ſhail ds according to his will, who ſhall exalt himſelf 
to the prince of the haſis, and magnify himſelf above every God; 
and ſhall ſpeak marvellous things againſt the Gd of gods ; neither 
ſhall he regard the God f his fathers, nor the defire of women, 
6 nor regard any god, for he ſhall magnify himſelf above all. But 
of tidings out of the eaſt, and out of the north fhall trouble him; 
| therefore he ſhall go forth with great fury to deſiroy, and utterly to 
make an end of the Jews, and of all Chriſtians that oppoſe 
him. He ſhall plant the tabernacles of his palace, between the 
ſeas, in the glorious holy mountain; yet he Hall come to Lis end, 

and none ſhall help him. 
He ſha!l be revealed and made known, His power and 
| forces, every where, the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of 
1 his mouth, and fhall defiroy with the brightneſs of his coming. 
. For now what the prophet ſays will be fulfilled ; the Lord 
i hath braten the ſtaff of the wicked, and the ſcepter 4 the rulers. 
5 He who ſimote the nations with a continual jtroke, he that ruled 
WM nations in anger, is perſecuted, and none hindereth, Hell, 
= from beneath, is moved for thee, to meet thee at thy coming: it 
flirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; 
it bath raiſed up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 
All they ſhall ſpeak and ſay unto thee, Art thou alſo became weak 
as we? Art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought 
down to the grave. How art thou fallen fram heaven, O Lu- 
cifer, ſon of the morning! How art thou caſt dotun to the ground, 
which didſt weaken the nations! for thou haſt ſaid in thine heart, 
Iwill aſcend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the ſtars 
of God; I will fit 7 upon the mount of the congregation, —T 
will aſcend above the heights of the clouds : I will be like the Met 
ig High. Yet thou ſhalt be brought down to hill, to the fides of the 
ir pit. They that ſee thee ſpall narrowly look upon thee, and conſi- 
| der thee, ſaying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, 
that did ſhake kingdoms ® that made the world as a wilderneſs, 
and deſiroyed the cities thereof, and opened not the houſe of his pri- 
ſeners? All the kings of the nations, even all of them liz in glory, 
every one in his own houſe, But this art caſt out of thy grave 
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lite an alominable branch; —-as a carcaſs trodden under foot, 
Thou ſhalt not be joined with them in burial, becauſe thou haſ? de- 
firoyed thy land, and ſlain thy people; the ſeed of evil dvers ſhall 
never be renowned. Iſa. xiv. 5.----- 20. Ezek. xxxvilig 
xxxix chapters. Dan. viii. 8. 9. 11. 12. 23. Micah, v. 5, 6. 
Dan. xi. 21. Ch. vii. 8---20. Rev. xiii. 6, 11, 12, 17. Ch. 
xvii. 11. 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. Zech. iv. 14. Rev. xi. 4. 2 Theſl, 
ii. 3, 4, 9, 10. Dan. xi. 31, 36, 37, 44, 45: 

This is the great Anti-Chriſt, who ſhall be taken, and with 
Bim the falſe prophet that wrought miracles before him, in figns 
and lying wonders ; whereby he deceived them that recegved the 
mark of the beaſt, and them that \worſhipped his image. Both 
theſe ſhall for their unparalleled impiety, be cat alive into a 
lake of fire, burning with brimſtone ; and the remnant of his 
eoadjutors ſlain by Chriſt's command. Rev. xix. 11----2T. 
Ifa. xxx. 33. A great tumult from the Lord ſhall be among their 
hoſts, and they ſhall lay hold every one on the hand of his neigh- 
bour, and his hand ſhall riſe up again/t the hand of his neighbour ; 
and Judah ſhall then return again, and fight at Feruſalem ; and 
the wealth of all the heathen round about, ſhall be gathered toge- 
ther, gold, and ſilver, and apparel in great abundance. 

From the recovery of the remnant of this tribe, out of the 
countries of Eaom, Moab and Ammon, whither they had been 
driven by the great Anti-Chriſt ; the following Pſalm of the 
royal Prophet David may then be ſung ; being every way ſui- 
table to ſuch great tranſactions, as the pride and obſtinacy, 
which unbelieving kings and rulers among the nations, from 
their Iove of power, will then occaſion, in the beginning of 
our bleſſed Lord's glorious reign; but to the honour of his 
ſaints. I fay, this Pſalm may then begin to be generally 
ſung, in the pious amuſements of thoſe , nl and other be- 
lievers in him. Praiſe ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new 
ſong, and his praiſe in the congregation þ ** Let Iſrael re- 
joice in him that made him : Let the children of Zion be joyful in 
their King. Let them praiſe his name in the dance: Let them 
ing praijes unto him with the timbrel and harp ; for the Lord 
taketh, pleaſure in his people: he will beautify the meek with ſal- 
vation. Let the ſaints be joyful in glory: let them ſing aloud up- 
on their beds. Let the high praiſes of God be in their mouth, and 
a two-edged ſibord in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the 
heathen, and puniſhment upon the people ; to bind their kings with 
chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute pen 
them the judgment written. T his honour have all the ſaints, Pla. 
exlix. I-=-9. 

And all * countries and nations, of which the armies of 
this Anti-Chriſt were compoſed, or that furniſned him with 
troops, to war againſt Jeruſalem, to deſpoil and deſtroy the 
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Jews, ſhall be puniſhed with the moſt grievous plagues, ca- 
lamity and diſtreſs. For this ſhall be the plague wherwith the 
Lord will ſmite all the people that have fought againſt Feruſalem; 
their fleſh ſhall conſume away while they ſtand upon thuir feet, and 
their eyes fhall 1 away in their holes, and their tongue ſhall 
conſume away in their mouth.---- And ſo ſhall be the plague of the 
horſe, of the mule, of the camel, and of the aſs, and of all the 
beaſts that ſhall be in theſe tents, as this plague. Zech. xiv. 
I2---15. 

And according to Rev. xx. I, 2, 3. the dragon lately » o 
out, and which brought ſuch woe to the inhabitants of the earth, 
on his coming down ; that old ſerpent, which is the devil and ſa- 
tan, will now be bound for a thouſand years, and, by an angel 
from heaven, ſhut up in the bottomleſs pit, that he ſhall not decerve 
the nations, any more, till the thouſand years ſhall be Ou —— 
then he mut be looſed a little ſeaſon. And after the innume- 
rable hoſts of Anti Chriſt are totally deſtroyed on the moun- 
tains of Iſrael ; where their carcaſſes ſhall be conſumed, their iuea- 
pons of war burnt, and their bones buried in the valley of the 
paſſengers, on the eaſt of the ſea, to be called the valley of Hamon- 
Gog : the land fhall be cleanſed ; the temple allo ſhall be purged 
and purified, from the pollutions of that man of ſin, and his 
worſhippers, Ezek. ch. xxxvili, xxxix. 1 --16. xliii. 18,--27, 

And when the land, and temple ſhall be fo purged, cleanſed 
and prr:fied, and all things there ſuitably prepared, for the re- 
ception of our bleſſed Lord; then, according to the prophecy 
of Enoch, the ſeventh from Adam. Jude 14, 15. Behold the 


Lord cometh with ten thouſc.nds of his ſaints, (a certain for an 


uncertain number) the fruits of the firſt reſurrection and 
change ; or, as the prophet Zechariah ſays, Ch. xiv. 5.) The 
Lord my God ſhall come, and all the ſaints with thee, to execute 


judgment upon all, and to convince all that are among them un- 


godly of all their ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly committ- 
ed, and of all their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly ſmners have ſpoken 
againſt him. He ſhall alight upon the mount of Olives, which is 
before Feruſalem, on the eaſt : the place from whence he aſcend- 
ed up into heaven, Acts i. 12. And after His feet ſhall land 
upon the mount of Olives, the mount of Olives ſhall cleave in the 
midſt theresf,, toward the eaſt, and toward the weſt, and there ſhall 
be a very great valley; and half of the mounta:n ſhall remove to- 
ward the north, and half of it toward the ſouth, tor a perpe- 
tual memorial: Upon which the mortal inhabitants Hall flee 
to the valley of the mountains, for the valley of the mountains ſhall 
reach unto Azal. Zech. xiv. 4, 5. 

And now ſhall the glorious Millennium commence, the go- 
vernment of this world hall be upen the ſhoulder of our bleſſed 
Lord ; and of the increaſe of his gavernment, and peace, there 


ſhall 
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ſhall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 

to order it, and to eftabliſh it with judgment, and with juſtice, 
from henceforth even for ever. For then ſhall be given him do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, ſhould ſerve bim; and the ifles ſhall wait for his law, 
his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
away; and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. The 
moon fhall be confounded, and the fun aſhamed, when the Lord of 
Hoſts ſhall reign in mount Lion, and in Feruſalem, and before 
his ancients glorioufly ; until all things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, 
and he hall have put down all rule, and all authority and power, 
and hath put all enemies under his feet. Iſa. ix. 6, 7. xlii. 4. Ch. 
xxiv. 23. Dan. vii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 23—28. 

Now ſhall his beloved diſciples, and moſt faithful fol- 
lowers, receive the reward of their virtue and obedience, 
They ſball be made kings and priefts, unto God and his father; 
and, in due time, government in this world ſhall every where 
be committed to them. For, ſays our bleſſed Lord, he that 
overcometh, and ftcepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations (and he ſhall rule them with a rod of 
iron: as the veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken t9 ſhivers) 
even as I received of my father. And then according to the 
prophet Daniel, the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs 
of the kingdom, under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to the fea- 
ple of the ſaints of the moſt high. In particular, our bleſſed 
Lord aſſured his Apoſtles, ye which have followed me in the re- 
generation, when the ſon 7 man ſhall ſit on the throne of his glory, 


ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 


Iſruel. And this agrees with what St. Paul ſays, Do ye not 
now thut the ſaints ſhall judge the world? And if the world 
hall be judged by you that is not all which God will beſtow, 
becauſe your power and glory ſhall extend and riſe ſtill higher: 
for, know ye not that we ſhall judge angels? how much more 
things which pertain to this life? Rev. i. 6. Ch. ii. 26, 27. 
Dan. vii. 27. Matth. xix. 28—30. Luke xix. 12— 19. 1 Cor, 
YE 2, 3. 

3 return to our Lord's coming, and the commence- 
ment of the Millennium. Behold, ſaith God, Mal. iii. 1—4. 
Iwill ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord, whom ye = (namely, the Jews of the tribe of 
Judah, with their prieſts of Levi) for the Lord ſhall ſave the 
tents of Fudah firſt; they ſhall firſt be ſettled in their own 
Land, hoping for, and ſeeking after their promiſed Meſſiah: 
And now the Lord whom they ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his 
temple, even the Meſſenger of the covenant, whim ye delight in; 
behold he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of Hojts : but who may abide 
the day of bis caming © and wha ſhall fland when he appeareth ? 
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Of the Glorious MillIzNGtun, Sc. 25 
for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fillers fepe. He ſhall 


come from the place of the Mount of Olives, on which he 
ſhall alight, when he deſcends from heaven; and wilt go 
from thence up to Jeruſalem: and then will the vihon, which 
was ſhewn to the prophet Ezekiel, be fulfilled, ch. xliii. 2, 9. 
And behold, the glory of the God of Iſrael came from the way of 
the eaſt, and his voice was as the noiſe of many waters ; and the 
earth ſhined with his glory. And the glory of the Lord came into 
the houſe, by the way of the gate , _— proſpect is towerd the 
eaſt. So the Spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court ; 
and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the houſe; and I heard him 
ſpeaking unto me out / the houſe : and he ſaid unto me, Son of 
man, the place of my throne, and the place of the ſoles of my feet, 
where I will dwell in the midſt of the children of Iſrael! fer ever, 
and my holy name ſhall the _ of Iſrael no more defile ; neither 
they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcaſjes of their 
kings, in their high places. In their ſetting up their threſhold by my 
threſholds, and their poſt by my poſts, and the wall between me and 
them; they have even defiled my holy name, by their abeminations 
that they have committed: wherefore I have conſumed them in mine 
anger. Now let them put away their whoredom, and the carcaſſes 
of their kings far from me, and I will dwell in the midſt of them 
for ever.—Then ſaid the Lord unto me, This gate ſpall be fut; it 
ſhall not be opened, no man ſhall enter in by it; becauſe the Lord, 
the God of Ifrael, hath entered in by it, therefore it fhail be ſhut, 
It is for the Prince; the Prince, he ſhall fit in it, to eat bread Be- 
fore the Lord; he ſhall enter by the wway of the porch of that gate, 
and ſhall go out by the way of the ſame. Ch. xliv. 1, 2, 3. Ch. 
xlvi. 1—8. 

From this time, during the Millennium, we have good rea- 
ſon to believe, that what Chriſt promiſed to Nathaniel, John 
i. 51. will very often appear. Nathaniel being convinced 
by what Chriſt had ſaid of him, and to him, that he was the 
Meſſiah, of whom Moſes in the Law and the Prophets did write, 
he readily acknowledged his high dignity; though he ſeemed 
ſurpriſed at his knowing that he was under the fig-tree, (and 
probably how he was employed there too) before Philip called 
him. In order therefore to ſtrengthen his faith, our bleſſed 
Lord adds in general, thou ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe. And 
in particular he ſaith unto him, Verify, verily, I ſay unte you, 
Hereafter you ſhall ſee heaven open, and the angels of God afs. 
cending and deſcending upon the Son of Man. Now as Natha- 
niel was not preſent when our Lord was transfiourcd in the 
Mount, nor in the garden at Gethſemane, when there appear- 
ed an angel unto him from heaven ſtrengthening him, Luke xxii. 
43. though if he had, thoſe manifeſtations would not have 
come up to the promiſe: nor was any other ſuch mani- 

| feſtation 
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feſtation or diſplay of Divine favour ever ſhown to Natha- 
nicl that we read of: So the fat, which our Lord moſt 
ſolemnly promiſed unto him, remains hercafter to be accom- 

liſhed ; and therefore, the time when it will be fulfilled, 
Pr muſt be aſter the firſt reſurrection: When not 
only Nathaniel, but other ſincere and faithful diſciples of 
Chriſt, ſhall be ſpectators of this happy and glorious inter- 
courſe between heaven and earth, during the laſt age of the 
world, the age of the Millennium. They fthall then ee 
beaven open, and the Angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon 
the Son of 1Man. 

The reader may here ſee, how eaſy it is to underſtand 
and explain the above, with many other fcriptures, when 
once we receive this rational doctrine of the Millennium 
as the truth of God: whilit to ſuch as diſbelieve it, they muſt 
remain obſcure, and cannot be eaſily accounted for. Man 
prophecies alſo, upon this ſcheme, freely unfold themſelves to 
our underſtanding, and ſhow us the harmony of the ſacred 
writings, which, without it, muſt remain as a book ſealed, 
quite unproktable to the reader, and give to infidels a conſi- 
derable advantage againſt Revelation. How much therefore 
is it to be lamented, that our learned and moſt eminent divines 
have, I may ſay for a century paſt, united as with one voice to 
explain away this deſirable, and to the truly religious moſt 
comfortable truth | and yet a truth, almoſt univerſally re- 
jected by Chriſtians of every denomination. Some few I 
have indeed met with, though but few, who have profeſſed 
a belief in Chriſt's perſonal reign : but as they were very far 
from comprehending the whole plan of it; ſo the imperfe& 
notions they had about it ſeemed much confuſed, and there 
appeared but little agreement between them in it. If what I 
have here publiſhed ſhould difpel the clouds, and remove 
ſuch difficulties as the mind of each ſeemed preſſed with in 
one reſpect or other, and fo unite them in the truth; and if it 
ſhould excite and lead others, who may hitherto have ac- 
counted it a ſubject not worth their while to conſider or think 
about, to a free and careful examination of theſe prophecies, 
which aſſure us, that Chriſt ſhall fit upon the throne of his Fa- 
ther David, in mount Zion, in Feruſalem; and ſhall reign there 
before his ancients gloriouſiy; I fhall greatly rejoice, and think 
my labours well paid, in reviving this long-loſt or unheeded 
truth, | 
Io proceed: There ſhall be a fountain of living, health- 
reſtoring and preſerving waters, opened at Jeruſalem : it will 
ariſe from the temple, and iſſue out from under the threſpol 0 
the houſe, eaſltoard ; ard the waters will come down at the fauth- 
ſide of the altar ; half af them ſhall run toward the former fea, and. 
N | a, 
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Half of them toward the hinder ſea : both in ſummer and in in- 
ter ſhall it be. And the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth; 
for in that day there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one : all the 
land hall be turned as a plain from Geba ta Rimmon, ſouth of 
Feruſalem : and it ſhall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, 
from Benjamin's-gate, unto the place of the firſt gate, unto the 
corner gate, and from the tower of Hananicl, unto the king's wine 
preſſes : and men ſhall dwell in it, and there ſhall be no more utter 
deſtruction, but Feruſulem ſhall be ſafely inhabited. It Hall be 
called the city of Ae a ; the faithful city. And it thall 
be peculiarly diſtinguiſhed above all other cities, with this 
addition to its name, the Lord is there, Lech. xiv. 4—11. 
Ezek. xIviii. 35. | 

The antient fertility, and fruitfulnefs of the land ſhall be 
reſtored. It ſhall be fat and plentecus : in that day ſhall thy catile 
feed in large paſtures ; the oxen likewiſe, and the young aſſes, that 
car the ground, ſhall eat clean provender, which hath been win- 
nowed with the fhavel and with the fan. And there ſhall be upon 
every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and ſtreams 
of water. The wilderneſs thall be a fruitful field, and the fruit- 
ful field be counted as a foreſt, for the abundance of its plenty. 
Then judoment ſhall dwell in the wilderneſs, and rightewjneſs re- 
main in the fruitful fietd.-— Bleſſed are ye that ſow beſide all waters, 
that ſend forth thither the feet of the ox and the aſs. The wilder 
neſs and the ſolitary place ſhall be glad for them; and the deſert 
fhall rejoice, and blaſſom as a roſe : it ſhall bloſſom abundantly, the 
glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, and the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon : they ſhall fee the glory of the Lord, and the excellen- 
cy of our God. For in the wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and 
ſtreams in the deſert; the parched ground fhall become a pool, and 
the thirfly land ſprings of water : in the habitation of dragons 
ſhall be graſs, with reeds and rufhes. Iſa. xxx. 23-26. Ch. 
xxxii. I5—20, Ch. xxxv. I. 2, 6, 7. 

And as at the firſt creation in Paradiſe, before the fall, or 
fin of our firſt parents; the enmity ſhall be taken away fron, 
all creatures; the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
pard ſhall lie dawn with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, 
and the fatling together, and a little child ſhall lead them : and the 
coꝛo and the bear fhall feed; their young ones ſhall lie down together, 
and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like an ox. And the ſucking child ſhall 
play on the hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand 
on the cackatrice den. They fhall nat hurt, nor deſtroy in all my 
Holy mountain; far the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lerd, as the waters cover the ſea. And in that day there ſhall be 
a root of "Feſſe, which ſball land for an enſigu of the people; to it 
Hall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious. Aud it ſhall 
tome to paſs in that day, that the Lord fhall ſet his hand again 
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the ſecond time, to recover the remnant of his people, which fall be 
left, from Aſjyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathras, and from 
Cuſh, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamah, and 
from the 1/lands of the ſea. And he jhall ſet up an enſign for the 
nations, and fhail aſſemble the out-caſts of Iſrael, and gather to- 
gether the diſperſed of Fudah from the four corners of the earth. 
For thus ſaith the God of Tfrael, Fear not; for I am with thee : 
Iwill bring thy ſeed from the eaſt, and gather thee from the wet 3 
I will ſay to the north, Give up; and to the South, Keep not 
back: bring my ſons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
of the earth; even every one that is called by my name; for I have 
created thee for my glory; I have formed him, yea, I have made 
him. And I will gather the remnant of my flock, out of all coun- 
tries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to 
their folds, and they ſhalt be fruitful and encreaſe. And Twill jet 
my ſhepherds over them, and they ſhall fear no more, nor be diſinay- 
ed, neither ſhall they be lacking, faith the Lord. Behold the 
days come, faith the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righte- 
ous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall execute 
Judgment and juſtice in the earth. In his days fudab fhall be ſa- 
ved, and Tjrael fhall dwell ſafely : and this is his name where- 
by he ſhall be called, THE LORD ouR RiGcnTtEOUsSNESS. 
Therefore behold, the days come, "ore the Lord, that they ſhall 
n more ſay, the Lord liveth, which brought up the children A 
Tjrael out of the land of Egypt: but, the Lord liveth, which brought 
up, and which led the feed of the houſe of Iſrael out of the north 
country, and from all countries whither I had driven them, and 
they ſhall dwell in their tun land. They ſhall dwell again in 
Canaan, and their inheritance there, ſnall be according to the 
extent and order deſcribed, Ezek. xlvii. 13 23. and Ch. 
xlviii. And ſuch „rangers as ſojourn among them, ſhall have 
an inheritance given them by lot, out of each tribe, where they re- 
fide. Ephraim ſhall not envy Tudah, and Judah ſhall not vex 

Ephraim. Iſa. xi. 6—13. xliii. 5---7.— Jer. xxiii. 3— 8. 
Many other extraordinary changes will be made in the 
earth; ſo that there ſhall be an eaſy, and ſafe way or paſſage 
for men, to travel from all parts of the world, up to Jeru- 
ſalem to worſhip and do homage. An high-way ſhall be there, 
and a way, and it ſhall be called the way of holineſs ; the unclean 
ſhall not paſs over it, bus it ſhall be for theſe ; the way-faring 
men, though fools, ſhall not err therein. No lion ſhall be there, 
nor any ravenous beaſt ſhall go up thereon ; it ſball not be found 
there; but the redeemed ſhall walk there. And the ranſomed of 
the Lord fhall return, and come to Zion, with ſongs and ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads : they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs ; 
and forrow and fighing ſhall fice away. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
hojts, It ſhall yet come to paſs, that there ſhall came people, 2 
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the inhabitants of many cities. And the inhabitants of one city 
Hall go to another; ſaying, let us go Speedily to pray before the 
Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts : I will go alſo. Yea, many 
people and ſirong nations ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, in 
Feruſalem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts ; In thoſe days it ſhall come to paſs, that ten men ſhall take 
hold, out of all languages of the nations, even ſhall take hold of 
the ſkirt of him that is a Few, ſaying, we will go with you : for 
we have heard that God is with you. Iſa. xxxv. 8—10. Zech. 
viii. 20—23. For it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eflabliſhed in the top of the 
mountains, and fhall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 
ſhall flow unto it. And many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God 
7 Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 

is paths; for out of Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and the word 
of the Lord from Feruſalem. And he ſhall judge among the na- 
tions, and ſhall rebuke many people and they ſhall beat their 
ſtwords into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks : 
nation ſhall not lift up the ſcbord againſt nation, neither ſhall they 
learn war any more. O houſe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in 
the light of the Lord. And the Lord ſhall utterly deſtroy the 
tongue of the Egyptian ſea ; and with his mighty wind ſhall he 
ſhake his hand over the river, and ſhall ſmite it in the ſeven 


Streams, and make men go over dry-ſhad. And there ſhall be an 


high-way, for the remnant of his people, which ſhall be left, from 
Aria, like as it was to 1ſracl, in the day that he came up out 
of the land of Egypt. And the water of the great river Euphra- 
tes ſhall be dried up, that the way 8 the kings of the eaſt may be 
prepared. Ia. xxxv. 8, 9, 10. Ch. ii. 2, 3, 4. Ch. xi. 15, 
16. Rev. xvi. 12. ; 

But notwithſtanding all the divine excellency, power and 
glory attending, and every where accompanying our bleſſed 

ord ; together with that unrivalled ſecurity, peace, plenty 
and felicity, enjoyed by all his ſubjects ; yet St. Paul inti- 
mates to us, that an oppoſition will for a long time be made, 
by ſome of the then temporal kings, princes and rulers of 
the world, to the authority, reign, and dominion of Chriſt. 
Tho' ſome perſons, perhaps, may think it incredible, that 
an oppoſition ſhould be made by any body, to our bleſſed 
Lord's perſonal reign, here on earth, after ſuch extraordi- 
nary manifeſtations of divine glory, the wonderful appear- 
ances in the heavens, and on the earth, together with the 
mighty deſtruction of thoſe enemies to truth and virtue, the 
man of ſin with his adherents ; and Satan himſelf, the great 
decerver of mankind, being bound and ſhut up in the bottomleſs 
Pit, for a thouſand years, 1 Cor. xv. 24--28, Rev. xxi. 1, 2, 3. 


But 
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But as' men who are not ſincerely pious and virtuous, natu= 
rally love power and dominion over others; ſo they will be 
unwilling to reſign their authority to thoſe whom Chriſt, 
the univerſal king, ſhall appoint to govern in their ſtead + 
they will therefore excite their ſubjects to reſiſt, and reſtrain 
them from paying our Lord due homage, by their deputies 
at Jeruſalem; the conſequence of which, will bring upon 
that nation, or people, famine or diftreſs : for it all come 
to paſs, that every one that is left, of all the nations, which came 
againſt Feruſalem, ſhall even go up from year 10 year to worſhip 
the King, the Lord of Hojts, and to keep the feaſt of tabernacles. 
And it ſhall be, that whofo will not come up, of all the families of 
the earth, unto Ferufalem, to worſhip the King, the Lord of Hoſts, 
even upon them ſhall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go 
not up, and come not, that have no rain; there ſhall be the 
plague wherewith the Lord will ſmite the heathen, that come not 
p to Reeþ the 17 of tabernacles. This ſhall be the puniſhment of 
Egypt, and the puniſhment of all nations, that come not up to 
keep the feaſt of tabernacles. Zech. xiv, 16---19. + 
Thoſe ſevere judgments naturally tend, as they muſt cer- 
tainly be deſigned, to humble the mind, and, without force, 
to diſpoſe the wills of thoſe who ſuffer by them, to ſubmiſſi - 
on and obedience to the ſcepter, authority, and dominion of 
Chriſt. But farther, as to thoſe rulers, who notwithſtand- 
ine theſe evidences of divine diſpleaſure, continue obſtinate, 
refuſe to ſubmit, and lay down their power, tho' their ſub- 
jects would willingly become obedient to Chriſt's authority; 
force may perhaps be employed, according to our Lord's 
own words, Luke xix. 27. But thoſe mine enemies, which 
would not that I. ſhould reign over them, bring hither, and flay 
them —__- me; This indeed may be juſtly ttiled ruling them, 
as with a rod of iron; to break, or daſh them in pieces like a 
Potter's veſſel, Pſa. ii. 9. Rev. ii. 26, 27. However, St. Paul 
aſſures us Chriſt mt reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet; until he ſhall have put down all rule, and all authority, and 
power, For thus ſaith the Lord, it is a light thing that thou 
fhouldeft be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
reftore the preſerved of Ijrael : I ſhall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermoſft parts of the earth for thy 
Poſſeffion, Pſ. ii. 8. Iſa. xlix. 6. Thus ſhall our Saviour's do- 
minion be extended far and wide, without bounds or limits: 
For the Lord ſhall be King over all the carth ; and in that day 
there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one. Zech. xiv. 9. Ihen 
all diſtinction ſhalkceaſe; for uniformity in religion, and uni- 


verſal peace ſhall be every where eſtabliſhed, throughout the 


whole world; the ſeaſons ever kindly, and all the numerous 
inhabitants of thecarth enjoying, with true felicity, m m 
irable 


— — — — — 
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firable good, in great abundance, to the end of this 
happy 1 And when all things ſball be ſubdu- 
ed unto our bleſſed Saviour; when, as King and Governour of 


the whole world, hé ſhall have attained the higheſt poſſible 
dignity, power, and glory; then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 


ſubject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be 


all in all: for all homage and worſhip muſt ultimately center 
in him. 1 Cor. xv. 24---28. 

And when this happy and glorious Millennium ſhall come 
to an end, when the thouſand years ſhall be N ; then the 
Dragon, that old ſerpent, which is the Devil and Satan, who 
was before the commencement thereof bound and ſhut up in 
the bottomleſs pit, muſt now be logſed for a litile ſeaſon : for when 
the thouſand years are expired, Satan ſhall be looſed out of 
his priſon, and ſhall go out to deceive the nations, winch are in 
the four quarters of the earth, Rev. xx. 3, 7, 8. Becauſe all 
the then mortal inhabitants upon earth, throughout the whole 
world, ſhall be tried, whether their quiet ſubjection to the 
authority of Chriſt, during the Millennium, proceeded from 
a ſincere love to truth, piety and virtue; from being aſham- 
ed to differ from the univerſal practice; or from fear of his 
power, and the authority of thoſe who ſhall every where | 
vern under him, during that happy and glorious time. For 
then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs 7. the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, Hall, as the angel aſſured the prophet 
Daniel, be given to the people of the ſaints of the meſt high ; 


whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions fhall 


ferve and obey him. Dan. vii. 27. But the wicked in heart 


ſhall not bear rule in any degree ; and many ſuch will now 
be ſeduced by Satan's wiles, and, through his deceivings, will 
join his emiſſaries, who will every where gather them together 
to battle ; in an attempt to throw off their ſubjection, and 
get up into power, the number of whain, for CEOS will 
be, as the ſand of the ſea. On which, Chriſt's faithful ſeryants 
and miniſters will, from all quarters of the world, repair to 
their Lord at Jeruſalem, to report thoſe commotions of the 
enemy. And Satan, with his Hoſts, Gog and Magog, ſhall 
follow, and going up on the breadth of the earth, fhall compaſs 
the camp of the ſaints about, and the beloved city, with the vain 
hopes of overcoming them, and dethroning our bleſſed Lord. 
But fire ſhall then come down from God out 2 heaven, and de- 
vour them, with utter deſtruction; for thoſe being found in 


open hoſtilities, and rebellion againſt our Lord, the Prince of 
life, and beſt of kings, in contempt of divine truth, and 
God's ſupreme authkurty ; the conviction of conſcience, and 
long experience, bos of the goodneſs and power of his 
peaceful happy reign z ay here meet their final doom, ang 
| . kW | 4 


- =y . 
——_ CT. —- 2. g 


lin. 2 os 


1 
- — 
2 42 


— —ñ ̃ — ę _ 
_ - . 


32 A brief ScrIpTUuRE Account 


fo have no other judgment nor puniſhment. But the Devil 
that deceived them ſhall then be caft into the late of fire and 
brimſione, where the beaſt and the falſe prophet, his former emiſ- 
ſaries, were before caſt,---and he ſhall be tormented day and 


. night, for ever and ever. Rev. xx. 8, 10. 


After this, the judgment ſhall fit, and the ſecond reſurrec- 
tion ſhall come on; when the univerſal dead, throughout all 
ages, from the beginning of the world, ſhall be raiſed both 
ſmall and great, to land before Ged. The ſea ſhall give up the 
dead which were in it; and death or the grave, and Hades, 
deliver up the dead which were in them : and they ſhall all have 
a fair trial; for, ſays St. John, the books tbere opened, and a- 
nother book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of thoſe things, whith were written in the books, 
according to their works, The innocent ſhall be acquitted ; 
the reformed ſinners, with the ſincerely penitent, will be par- 
doned, and placed together on our Lord's right hand; but the 
impious, incorrigible ſinners, who died impenitent, ſhall be 


turned to his left hand, as a ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from 


the goats. And when the judgment is over, ſentence will be 
pronounced upon all : to them on his right hand, Chriſt ſhall 
ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. For [ was an hungred 
and ye gave me meat : I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink : 1 
was a ſtranger, and ye took me in: I was naked, and ye clothed 


me I was fuck, and yeviſited me: I was in priſon, and ye came 


to me. | 

Then ſhall the r1ghtezus anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſatu 
we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirty, and gave thee 
drink? when ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? or nak- 
ed, and cloathed thee? or when ſaw we, thee ſick, or in 
priſon, and came unto thee? And then the King ſhall anſwer, 
and ſay unto them, Verily I ſay unto you, in as much as ye have 
done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the leſt hand, De- 
part K. me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
no meat : I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a 


firanger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: 


fick, and in iſon, and ye _ me not. Then fhall they alſo 
anſwer him, Fin Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, or a- 
thirft, or a ſtranger, or naked, or ſict, or in priſon, and did not 
miniſter unto thee © Then ſhall he anſwer them, ſaying, verily I 
fay unto you, in as much as ye did it not toon of the leaſt of theſe, 
ye did it not to me. And theſe ſhall go atbay into everlaſiing 
puniſhment ; to be puniſhed with everlaſiing deſtru#tion, from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from ih glery of his power. De, 
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ſtroyed bath ſoul and body in hell, as our Saviour ſays. That 
is, they ſhall be annihilated, and never more reſtored to 
being. For, like flubble, the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, 
ſaith the Lord of Hats, that it hall leave them neither root nor 
branch. This is the ſecond death, like Sodom ana Gomorrah, 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, that is, ſuch total ruin, 
and deſtruction, as never more to be re-ediſied, nor inhabited, 
"Rev. xx. 11, 15. Ch. xxi. 8. Matt. xxv. 31 46. 
2 Theſſ. i. 9. Matth. x. 28. Mal. iv. 1. Jude 7. 

Now ſhall Death, the laſt enemy, be deſtroyed; for there ſhall 
be no more death, The earth alſo, and the works that are there- 
in, ſhall be burned up : the heavens being on fire jhall be diſſolved; 
and paſs away with a great noſe, and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat, And the day of God haſting on, there ſhall be 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth ri S . 
Thus when all things ſhall be ſubdued unto our Lord, even then 
ſhall the Son 70 himſelf be ſubjeft unto him, that put all things 
under him. nd then cometh the end, when there ſhall be time no 
longer; the meaſures of time being diſſolved and vaniſhed away, 
and the my/tery of God ſhall be finiſhed, when Chrijt ſhall haue 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; that God may 
be all in all. Rev. xxi. 4. Ch. x. 6, 7. 2 Peter iii. 1013. 
1 Cor. xv. 24, 20, 28. Rev. xix. 5—9. But the end can- 
not properly be ſaid to come, whiltt there is any change, or 
alteration to be made. 


This moſt happy ſtate for the ſaints, this glorious and end- 
leſs kingdom of God, is elegantly deſcribed by St. John 


who ſays, / ſaw a new heaven and a new earth; for the firſt 


beaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away ; and there was no 
more ſca. And I John ſaw the hily city, new Feruſalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorn- 
ed for her huſband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, 
ſaying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, aud he will 
dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people; and God himfelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God. And Gd fhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be na more death, 
neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are paſſed away. And he that ſat upon the 
throne ſaid, Behold, I make all things new. And wr" unto 
me, Write: For theſe words are true and faithful. And he ſaid 
unto me, It is dine. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
the End. I will give unte him that is athirſt, of the fountain of 
the water of life freely. © He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 
things ; and I will be his od, and he ſhall be my ſon. Rey. 
XXl, 1-7 Cc. h 


4 This 


it 


A 
. 


24 A brief ScRiyTuURE ACCOUNT - 


This, therefore, is the final conſummation of all ** the 
ſerene kingdom of peace, happineſs and glory, which will 
undergo no —y nor will ever end. And into this city of 
Cod, this moſt glorious and happy kingdom, will our bleſſed 
Lord, after training and preparing them, thro' divine diſci- 
pline, and by ſuitable gradations, at laſt introduce all his 
ſaints. The Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb are the temple 
Fit; where all the bleſſed will, in proper rotations, pay ho- 


mage, worſhip, and adoration ; there will be uc need of the 


ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it: for the glory of God will 
dighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof: and the nations of 
them which are ſaved ſball walk in the light of it, and the kings 
of the earth, namely, the ſaints of the Mojt High, unto whom 
power over the nations, yea the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatneſs of the kingdom, under the whole heaven, had becn 
given; for them to rule and judge under Chriſt, during the 

Iillennium; according to this prophecy of Daniel: the ſaints 
of the Moft High ſhall take the kingdom, and paſſeſo the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever ;—and judgment was given to 
the ſaints of the NA High and the time came that the ſaints 
poſſeſſed the kingdom, when they were, by our Lord, made 
kings and prieſts unto God, and his Father. Theſe ſhall bring 
ther glory and honour into it. They ſhall accompany our 
bleſſed Lord, and ſo hall bring the glory and honour of the na- 
tions into it; for Chriſt is the greateit glory and honour of 
the world. And there ſhall in no wije enter into it, any thing that 
Adefileth, neither wwhot/ſnever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie; but they which are written in the Lamb's book of Life. 
Pſal. xl. 4. Dan. vii. 18, 22, 27. Rev. xxi. 22---27. Ch. 
xxii. I—7. Ch. i. 6. Ch. ii. 26. 

St. Paul, in 1 Tim. vi. 14— 16. ſpeaks of the ſecond ap- 
pearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which in his times he ſhall ſbetu, 
who is the bleſſed and only potentate, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality, dwelling in light in- 
acceſſible, and full of glory: and to whom belongs honour and 
power everlaſting. Amen. Concerning whom, alſo, our Sa- 
viour has aſſured us, that as the Father _ up the dead, 
and quickeneth them, even ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will; 
for as the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himſelf. John v. 21, 26. And as God, in a 
miraculous manner, fed the Iſraclites for forty years with 
bread from heauen, Exodus xvi. 4, 35 or, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſeth it, he ſatisfied them with the hread of heaven; that is, 
with the food of angels. For heffays, God commanded the 
clouds from above, and opened tis doors of heaven, and rained 
down manna upon them to eat, an#gave them of the corn of hea- 
dex; man did eat angels food; be t them meat to the full, Pl. 

8 . ER Ixxvili. 


* 
as 
* 5 
TY) 
4 
Wy 
4 
0 
[4:00] 
N 
5 
. 
4 10 : 
NN. 
2 
WON 
Py , f 
e 


{ 
10 
99 
. 

5 I 
£3 
wo =. 

A 

. 


Foam, TE 
"x, 


* 
— 


. $i. 3, <= 
CE no, oe OY WS 


3 


S. 
* = 


49 12 0 
£8, os" 7 mu de on © , n 1 
1 >= Fe * * on hs 2 "WW * - ** * — * Par 
— » F — a 3 SY wa 


Of the Glorious Mit1.evntum, Ge. 35 


Ixxviii. 23---25. cv. 40. From whence it may reaſonably 
be inferred, that all created beings, even the angels of light 
and glory, though pure and intellectual in their nature; the. 
ſons of God, who excel in ſtrength and wiſdom, yet they 
ſtand in need of ſomething to ſupport life, and to perpetuate 
their being! and therefore we have reaſon alſo to believe it 
will be the ſame hereafter, with all the raiſed and glorified 
ſaints, according to what our Lord ſays, Matt. xxvi. 29. 
and to his promiſe, Rev. ii. 7. To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midſt of the Paradiſe 
of God. Agreeable to which, St. John aſſures us; the angel 
ſhewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as cry/tal, proceed- 
ing out of the throne of God and of the Lamb; in the miajt of the 
fireet of it, and on either fide of the river, was there the tree of 
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month; and the leaves of Fd tree were for the healing of 
the nations; and there ſhall be no more curſe; for this tree of 
life ſhall not be removed, nor the ſaints deprived of it; as 
our. firſt parents, for their ſin, were of that tree of life, 
which was planted for them in the earthly paradiſe; where- 
by the nations deſcended from them were deprived of its 
life-preſerving fruits ; together with the healing benefits of 
its leaves, for every wound and outward injury. Geneſis iii. 
22—24. However, in this Paradiſe of God, there ſhall be no 
more curſe : but the throne of God and of the Lamb ſhall be in it; 
and his ſervants ſhall Yay him, and they ſhall ſee his face, and 
his name ſhall be in their foreheads. And there ſhall be no night 
there; they need no candle, neither light of the ſun ; for the Lord 
God giveth them light; and they ſhall reign for ever and ever, 
Rev. xxii. I—5. | 
And he ſaid unto me, Theſe ſayings are faithful and true. And 
the Lord God of the holy prophets ſent his angel to ſhew unto his 
ſervants the things that muſt ſhortly be done. Behold, I came 
$507 : bleſſed is he that keepeth the ſayings of the prophecy of this 
90h. ver. ©, 7. | 
And J 15 aw theſe things, and heard them, and when 
I had heard and feen, T fell down to worſhip before the feet of the 
angel, which ſhewed me theſe things, Then ſaith he unto me, See 
thou do it not: for J am thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy brethren 
the prophets, and of them which keep the ſayings of this boot: 
worſhip God. And he ſaith unto me, Seal not the Bra of the 
Prophecy of this book; for the time is at hand. #e that is unjuſt, 
let him be unjuſt Hill: and he that is filtay, let him be filthy full : 
and he that is righteous, let him be rigbteous fill: and he that is 
holy, let him be holy ftill. ver. 8—11. 
And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, t9 
tive every man according as his work fhall be, I am Alpha and 


- Omega, 


36 A brief SCRIPTURE Accourr, &c. 


Omega, the Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt * 
VET. 12, 13. | 

Bleſſed 2 they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right 10 the tree of 15 and may enter in through the gates 
into the city: for without are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whoſoever loveth, 
and maketh a lye. ver. 14, 15. 

I TFeſus have ſent mine angel to teſlify unto you theſe things 
in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning ſiar. And the Spirit and the bride ſay, Come; 
and let him that heareth ſay, Come; and let him that is athirſt, 
come: and whoſoever will, let him take the water of lifs 
freely. For I teſtify unto every man, that heareth the words of 
the profhecy of this book, If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, 
God ſhall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book : 
and if any man fhal! tate away from the words of the book of this 
prop hecy, God ſhall take away his part out 4 the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
Book, 

He which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, Surely J come guick- 

Amen. Even ſo, come Lord Feſus. The grace of cur Lord 
efus Chriſi be with you all. Amen. ver, 16—21. 


Yet after all that is here, or elſewhere ſaid ; for the ſerip- 
tures greatly abound with the moſt grand, lofty, and ſublime 
metaphors, when the writers thereof would convey into our 
minds, ſome idea of that raviſhing delight, and happineſs to 
be enjoyed, with the amazing excellence and glory of the 
future ſtate, which a merciful and gracious God hath in re- 
ſerve for the righteous : Yet, I ſay, we find it is but a very im- 
perfect deſcription, or faint reſemblance of what it really is : 
for the great apoſtle St, Paul, who had been caught up into 
Paradiſe, or the third heaven ; where he heard ſuch unſpeak- 
able words, that the powers and faculties of which he was 
poſſeſſed, were not capable of uttering, or conveying them 
to the mind of others; he aſſures us, that eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him: fo that 
at beſt be ſee but in part, as it were thro* a glaſs darkly ; and 
we know but in part, for the apoſtles could propheſy, or teach 
but in part; but when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part ſhall be done away. Our faith ſhall then be 
turned into viſion, and our hope into fruition, 1 Cor, ii. 9, 
10. ch. Xlil, 9-12. 2 Cor. xu. 2—4. 1 
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LETTER fo the AUTHOR. 37 


I ſhall now conclude this edition, with part of a letter 
received from a miniſter in Seuth Carolina, dated March 28, 
1763, and therewith my anſwer to him. 


DAR SIR, 

Have received the copies of your laſt performance, whica 
1 you deſigned for us; and now for myſelf and my friends 
return you hearty thanks. Your repeated favours call for 
freſh acknowledgements ; and we are glad we have ſo wor- 

thy a friend to correſpond with, 
You have much the advantage of your drolling anta- 
oniſts, and alſo of the ſerious and ingenfous Mr. Bourne. 
f wiſh your remarks may be ſuitably regarded, I muſt ac- 
knowledge, I am diffident about our Saviour's perſonal reign 
upon the earth. St. Peter's words, Acts iii. 21. JF hom the 
heaven muſt receive until the times of reſtitution of all things, Oc. 


if I underſtand them right, oppoſe it. The times 4 reſli- 


tution of all things muſt, I think, mean the time, when the 
Redeemer will ſet all things right; when the great and won= 
derful ſcheme of redemption ſhall he compleated in all its 
parts, and when the faithful ſervants of God ſhall reach 
their perfect conſummation and bliſs both in body and ſoul. 
Now, if Chriſt is to remain in heaven till that molt glorious 
and defirable period commenceth, his perſonal preſence is 
not to be expected with his church in the Millennium. 

There is, I verily believe, a very glorious ſtate of the 
church yet to come; in which the enemies of God and good- 
neſs, will, in a great meaſure be ſuppreſſed, and in which 
Chriſt, the great Meffiah, that king whom God hath ſet 
upon his holy hill of Zion, will reign in a moſt eminent 
mariner, by the prevalence of his holy religion, having at 
the ſame time the fulneſs of the Gentiles, and the Jewiſh 
nation reclaimed under his ſway. Then Zion will be en- 
larged and refined, and appear in far greater beauty and 
ſplendour than ſhe hath ever yet been ſeen in. And all this 
can eaſily be effected under the divine adminiſtration, without 
the pericnal preſence of the Son of God. 


My ANSWER to the foregoing. 


Rev. Sik, 


Y yours, dated the 28th of March, I perceive you are 

ditident as to our Saviour's perſonal reign upon earth, and 

think St. Peter's words, Acts iii. 21. Whom the heavens muſt 

receive until the times of reflitution of all things, &c. oppoſe it. 
4 
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It ſeems very ſtrange to me, that you ſhould think that text 
oppoſeth our Lord's perſonal reign: Becauſe the word until 


plainly determines how long our Saviour muſt remain in 
the heaven, before he deſcends again to miniſter unto his 


church and people in perſon: when the reſtitution of all 


things, with the Millennium, ſhall commence : exactly cor- 
reſpondent to the two foregoing verſes, which expreſsly 
affure us, That the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord. And he ſhall ſend Jeſus Chriſt, who before 
was preached unto you. For he will then perſonally appear, 
and be a legiſlator unto the Jewiſh nation, lite unto Moſes, as 
Moſes truly ſaid, and whoſe prophecy of him will then be 
literally fulfilled. For it ſhall come to paſs that every ſoul 
20 ich will not hear that prophet, when he appears again, /hall 
be deſtroyed, expelled, or cut off, from among the people. And 
this literal ſenſe of his coming again, agrees exactly with 
what the two angels ſaid to Peter and the other Apoſtles, 
even whilſt our blefſed Lord was aſcending up into heaven. 
e men of Galilee, why fland ye gazing up into heaven ® This 
fame Feſus, which is taken up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come 
in like manner as ye have ſeen him go into heaven. Acts i. 11. 
Surely words cannot expreſs a fact more clearly, Why 
therefore {ſhould we withhold our affent to fo plain a truth, 
and perplex our minds and the ſubject, about a meta- 
phorical ſenſe not ſo exactly underſtood ? For if our Lord 
is always to remain in the heaven, and never return again 
to this earth, as you ſuppoſe ; why did St. Peter ſo deter- 
minately fix the time of his continuance there; and fo 
poſitively affure thoſe Jews to whom he was ſpeaking, That 
Cod jhall ſend this ſame Feſus down again, as the angels had 
before told him? This, I am fully ſatisfied, is the very ap- 
pearance which our Lord himfelf ſpake of, when he ſaid 
to the Jews, Ye hall not ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, 
Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, For then 


indeed, according to Iſa. xxv. 9. the Jewiſh nation will 


rejoice, and it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo, this is our God, 
we have waited for him, and he will ſave us; this is the 
Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in his ſalvation. | bis alſo is the time, when what God 


has ſaid will be literally fulfilled : Yet have I ſet my King 


upon my holy hill of Zion. Pal. ii. 6. And then Hall. 


mount Zion be the jay of the whole earth: For our Lord will 
dwell there, and ſhall reign there, in mount Zion and in Je- 
ruſalem, and before his antients gloriouſly. Iſa. xxiv. 23. And 
now will be accompliſhed in the letter, what the angel Ga- 
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briel delivered in his meſſage from God unto the virgin 
Mary, before our Lord was conceived of her, He ſhall he 
great, and ſpall be called the Sen of the Higheſt ; and the Lord 
God ſhail give unto him the throne of his father David. And 
he ſhall reigu over the houſe of Ifrael for ever, and of his king= 
dom there ſhall be no end. Amen. 

Theſe Scriptures | leave to your conſideration, with only 
informing you, that if a ſecond edition of that pamphlet 
* be wanted, I ſhall make large additions to that part 
— its 
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A CONSISTENT 


EXPLANATION 


O F 
The Prophet DaxIEI's Numbers; 


n 


The Power and Reign of Anti-Chriſt, his tak ing 
away the Daily Sacrifice, and the laſt Tribulation 
to which the Jewiſh Nation will be expoſed. 


the words of our Saviour, Matth. xxiv. 21. and thoſe 
of the prophet Daniel, Ch. xii. 1. concerning the 
tribulation ſpoken of by both ; as to ſhow that they relate to 
the ſame time, and to the ſame cruel perſecution. And the 


T HERE is certainly fo great an agreement between 


numbers mentioned, Dan. vii. 25. chap. xii. 7, II, 12. cor- 


reſpond, in my opinion, to thoſe in the xi, xii, and xiiith 
chapters of the Revelations, For Dan. xii. 6. the queſtion 
is aſked, how long ſhall it be to the end of theſe wonders * The 
anſwer, ver. 7. is, it ſhall be for a time, times, and a half; and 
then he ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the power of the holy 
people, all theſe things ſhall be finiſhed ; which words plainly 
allude to the firſt verſe, there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as 
never was ſince there was a nation, even to that ſame time; 
and at that time thy people ſhall be delivered: which I think 
muſt be meant of that wicked perſecutor, mentioned Ch. xi. 
44, 45. But God will deliver his people the Jews out of it: 
a place of ſafety ſhall be prepared for them, ver. 41. Rev. 
X11, 6. Now if we do not ſuppoſe the time to commence 
from Daniel's ſeeing the viſion, but only from the beginning 
of the things therein ſhewn him; as the accompliſhment of 


_ thoſe events is expreſsly fixed for the end of the time; then 


it is correſpondent to our Saviour's manner of ſpeech, Matth. 
xxiv. 34. this generation ſhall not paſs till all theſe things ſhall be 


fulfilled : meaning, not the generation to whom he was then 


ſpeaking ; but the generation which will be upon the earth, 
at the time when the ſigns ſpoken of ſhall begin to appear. 
Thus alfo, Dan. xii. 11. from the time that the daily ſacri- 


fice ſpall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh deſo- 


late is {ct up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and ninety days. 
That vile perſecutor, of man oſ ſin, mentioned Ch. xi. 44, 454 
> i. 
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Of the Prophet DanitL's Numbers. 41 


may have ſubdued the Jewiſh nation, which may eaſily be 
done, as they will have neither walls nor bulwarks for their 
defence againſt enemies : So that the temple may then be 
taken by him in its full ſplendour and glory, neither batter- 
ed nor injured by a formal fiege, and a ſtop put to the 
daily ſacrifee, a full month before he aſſumes Godhead, and 
fats in the temple of God, to be worſhipped as God. 2 Thefl. ii. 
3-10. Rev. xiii. 4, 8. And then he is to reign as ſuch 1260 
days, or a time, times, and the dividing of time, an half time: 
during the days of the prophecy of the two witnefles ; for 
power will be given him to continue forty and two months, 
Dan. vii. 25. Rev. xi. 2, 3. Ch. xii. 6. 14. Ch. xiii. 5. So 
that the 1290 days will then be compleat, when he /hall be 
broken without hand, he ſhall come to his end, and none ſhall help 
him, for the ſon of perdition ſhall go into perdition, Dan. viii. 
25. Ch. xi. 45. 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. a 
So alſo the 12th verſe of the ſame chapter, Bleſſed is he that 
waiteth, and cometh to the thouſand three hundred and five and 
thirty days. If this number commences at the ſame time 
with the former, and we have great reaſon to believe it does, 
then there remains forty and five days after the deſtruction of 
Anti-Chriſt, for the deſtruction of his hoſts; to bury their 
carcaſſes, to cleanſe the land and the temple, and to prepare 
all things ſuitably, for the entrance of our bleſſed Lord into 
the temple, according to the prophet Ezekiel's viſion. This 
way of interpreting thoſe numbers, makes the whole elear and 
intelligible. But to ſuppoſe them to be put a day for a year, 
as moſt commentators have imagined, introduces ſuch diffi- 
culties, that none of them have yet been able to tell, with any _ 
degree of certainty or even probability, either when they 
were to commence, nor when they are to end. Beſides, it 
ſeems, in my opinion, a great impropriety, to ſuppoſe that the 
word time in the ſingular, ſhould ſignify a much longer dura- 
tion than the word times in the plural. That the firſt ſhould 
mean a thouſand annual courſes of the Sun, and the latter but 
two hundred: This, I think, is only perplexing the ſubject, to 
make myſteries where there are none; and is contrary to the 
frequent uſe of the ſame term, in the fourth chapter of this 
prophecy, But to underſtand them with propriety, as they 
are there uſed, namely, that time means one annual courſe 
of the ſun ; times, two annual courſes of the ſun, and an half 
time, half an annual courſe of the ſun : then all the ſeveral 
numbers, à time, times, and the dividing of time, an half 
time; one thouſand two hundred and ſixty days, and forty and 
two months : all correſpond exactly to one and the ſame 
period, of three years and an half: and as the ſeveral ſub- 
jects, about which they are _ are relative to each other, 
there 
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there is the more reaſon to think this interpretation right; 
whilſt the contrary way of expounding them, has led many 
to hx the preciſe year for the commencement of ſome extra- 
ordinary events, and for the concluſion of others ; whith 
God hath reſerved in his own power, to accompliſh and fulfill, 
in the moſt ſuitable times and ſeaſons, And ſuch as have 
taken upon them to fix thoſe years, have ſometimes out- 
lived their own calculations, But think all ſuch attempts 
are directly contrary to the inſtructions of our blefled Lord 
himſelf; who ſeems expreſsly to forbid his apoſtles, not 
only to make ſuch calculations about the times to come, 
but even from enquiring after the time when ſuch future 
events will take place. For a little before he aſcended up 
into heaven, Acts i. 6, 7, they aſked him, ſaying, Lord, 
wilt thou at this time reſtore again the kingdom to Iſrael? 
and he ſaid unto them, It is not for you to know the times and the 
ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his own power. And with 
reſpect to his own ſecond appearance, which will precede 
that kingdom, he has aſſured us, Matth. xxiv. 36. Mark xiit. 
32. but of that day, and that hour, knoweth no man, no not the 
angels which are in heaven; neither the Son, but my Father only. 

There is alſo another number in the prophecy of Daniel, 
relating to the ſame perſon and times ſpoken of Ch. vii. 25, 
26. Ch. xi. 31—45. Ch. xii. 6, 7, 11. which is Ch. viii. 
11—14, as follows, by him the daily ſacrifice was taken 
away, and the place, the altar of his ſandtuary was caſt down 
and an boſ? was given him againſt the daily ſacrifice, by der 0 
of tranſgreſſon, &c. Then the queſtion is aſked, how long 


_ ſhall be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſ- 
ęgreſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanctuary and the hoſt to be 


trodden under fcot ® That is, how long ſhall this profana- 
tion, this obſtrbCtion of the daily ſacrifice, with the perſe- 
cution of the hoſt or people of Iſrael, continue? The 
anſwer is, unto two thouſand and three hundred days; then 
ſhall the ſanfuary be cleanſed. Now if thoſe days fignify fo 
many years, and to commence from the ſiege and deſtrue- 
tion of Jeruſalem, under Titus Veſpaſian, when the daily 
ſacrifice laſt ceaſed, and the Jews themſelves were carried 
away, fold and diſperſed, then there are above 600 years 
yet to come, before the ſanfuary ſhall be cleanſed. But ac- 
cording to Ch. xii. 11. from the time that the daily facri- 
fice ſhall be taken away, and the abomination which maketh 
deſolate ſet up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and 
ninety days: fo that by the ſame rule of computing days for 
yezrs, the time has been expired above 400 years already 
and yet all things continue as they were at that time; and hence 
ariſes a difference between the two numbers, of above 1000 


4 years; 
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years; a reaſon ſufficient, ſurely, for rejecting that way of 
computation, Beſides, I think, the words then Hall the 
ſanctuary be cleanſed, with great propriety pre-ſuppoſes, that 
the temple here ſpoken of, ſhall not be entirely deſtroyed, 
as the laſt temple was by the Romans; for that muſt require 
a re-building, inſtead of a cleanſing, which word implies, 
that this temple not being deſtroyed, but preſerved in its 
ſplendour and excellence, ſhall only be polluted by ſome 
ſtrange proſtitution of it, and ſo made uſe of for ſome im- 
pure, moſt corrupt and profane worſhip, And when tis 
ſaid the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away, it may, in corre. 
ſpondence with this be underſtood, that it ſhall be prohibited 
by ſome powerful one, who will not permit, nor ſuffer that 
ſervice of God to be continued; and therefore he ſhall cauſe 
the altar (which was eſteemed a ſanctuary, 1 Kings ii. 28— 
30.) to be caſt dawn, And it is farther remarkable, where 
this laſt and moſt ſevere tribulation is foretold, that. the 
angel aſſured the prophet Daniel ; And at that time thy people 
oat be delivered. - which words are inconſiſtent with what 
befell bis people, when the city and temple of Jeruſalem 
were overthrown, and totally deſtroyed by the Romans; for 
then thoſe Jews who eſcaped the ſword and the famine, were 
— mat 


captives, and ſold for ſlaves. So that the tribulation 
here foretold, cannot relate to the calamities brought upon 
the Jews by Titus and his armies. | h 
But it may be ſaid, is not the difference of the above num- 
bers equally the ſame in propartian, if they be underſtood 
only of days natural? I anſwer yes. — But then our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, Matth. xxiv. 15—22. Mark xiii. 14—20. 
where he treats of this abomination of * ſpoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, with the great 'tribulation' and afflicgion, 
which his people would be involved in by it, has there 
inſtructed us, how to account for the difference of the two \ 
numbers ; which is three years wanting forty days (at twelve / ' 
months, of 30 days each, to the year). For as both the 
prophecies relate to the actions of a moſt wicked and impious 
perſecutor, determined to deſtroy God's people, and, accord- | 
ing to our Lord's words, poſſeſſed of ſuch power, and filled | 
with ſuch rage and fury againſt the people of God, that ex- | 
cept thoſe days ſhould be, or had been ſhortened, there ſhould no | 
fleſh be ſaved : but for the elect's ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened. | 
Or, as St. Mark expreſſes it, except the Lord had ſhortened | 
thoſe days, no fleſh ſhould be ſaved ; but, for the elect's ſake, whom | 
he hath choſen, he hath ſhortened the days and therefore the 
purpoſes of this vile perſon, this cruel ſon of perdition, the 
moſt impious of all the human race, ſhall be defeated, He 
{hall not retain that power 2300 days, but his end ſhall come, 
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at the expiration of forty and two months; or 1260 days 
after he has exalted'and magnified 3 þ even to the prince of 
the hot : that is, after he takes on himſelf the title, and pre- 
tends to be the Chriſt, the true Meſſiah, ſo long foretold, 
and ſo much expected and deſired, both by Jews and Chriſ- 
tians, magnifying himſelf above every God, above all that is 
called God, or that is worſhipped, and ſpeaking marvellous 
things againſt the God of Gods ; ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in 
the temple of God, ſhewing 2 he is God. Dan. viii. 11. 
Ch: xi. 36. 2 Thell. it. 4. But when 1260 days are ex- 
pired, an end ſhall be put to his impiety, and to that cruel 
perſecution and tribulatlon, raiſed by him, which will far 
exceed any thing of the kind, that ever was in the world 
before his time; ſo that he ſhall not continue to the term 
firſt mentioned of 2300 days. — S S511 
Theſe obſervations, I thought, were proper to be added 
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\ after my brief account of the Millennium, &c. as they may 

N perhaps prevent ſome objections to my literal ſenſe of ſcrip- 

I ture, on account of the common interpretation put upon 

N * the prophet Daniel's numbers, by moſt of the learned com- 


mentators who have written about them. 
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